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Reader, 
His ſ; nall "Treatiſe cehou | 
wilt perceive) is not the 
produtt of many Dayes, but of 
great Aﬀettions to the Souls of 
Men : It had been much larger, 
but the Expence of the Preſs and 
Pains ſomewhat rebuked my Wil- 
ling and Of ficious Pen : Which 
was not all ; But underſtanding | 
that the FERRO of this Age is 
A 2 more 


The Epiſtle 

more for Pamphlets of News, 
Lampoons, and Romances, 
then for Treatiſes of Religion 
and Godlineſs : I thought this 
Little Book was enough for this 
time to preſent thee witball, un- 
der the Tutle of A New Years 
Gift, 

Read it, Jn Reading refleft 


upon thy {elf , and the Lord 
make it to proſper. 


In it thou wilt fd, (whi- 
ther thou be m thy Natural or 
Covenant State) that Which may 
Irform, Convince, Help and 
Conor thy Sonl, 

uſt, Thou wilt have a Pro- 
Jpett of the blackand dark ſhades - 

Fo the Night, and therem the 

mal liveful Caſe and State f 
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Tothe Reader. 


an Unregenerate Sinner. 

Secondly, thou mayeſt obſer ve 
the faithful Advice, paſſionate 
Perfwaſions,and Fr 7 Hand 
that would Condutt him, (poor 
Wretch) out of his loſt and fors 
lorne Condition. 

Thirdly, Thou may' ſt here 
behold ſome plain yet lovely Cha- 
rafters ſhadowing forth the 
Matchleſs Beauty, Happineſs, 
and Excellency of the New Creas 
ture. 

Fourthly, Some lively Lmes 
of Counfels and Direfion, by 
which the Soul may arrive at the 
higheſt Glory. 

Laſtly. Some Scriptural Chaz 


ratters of , and ſerious Coun- 


ſels for a Reſolved Chriſtian. 


a1 May 
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May the Bright and Morning 
Star ſo enlighten thy Mind, and 
dirett thy Heart, that this fol- 
lowmg Sciagraphie, theſe lines 
and Charaflers, may be followed 
With an holy Zoographie,more 


lovely Impreſſtons upon the Life. 


And now, may this be a bleſ- 


ſed New Year, topoor England, 
in ber deſired Reformations. 

May this he a happy New 
Year to the Unregencrate Souls 
in ther New Birth and Reno- 
vation. 

May thus be a ood New 
tear, to all the New Born Ones 
of God, m their more aoundant 
Holy Communions, and Divme 
Communications. 

And let the Bleſſmsg of the 


New 
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To the Reader. 
New Covenant be upon thy Head, 
whoever thou art that ſeriouſly 
readeſt theſe things, and the 
Fruits of theNew Creature flow 
from thine Heart, and may both 
Thou and I fee the New Hea- 
vens, and the New Earth, and 
dwel| torether im the New Te- 
ruſalem, that 1s above for ever. 


S0 Praycs 


"Thy Friend, and 
the Goſpels Servant 
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CHARACTERS 


OF A 


Natural MAN. 


N Unregenerate Perſon, ls 
a poor Creature, bereay'd 
of all the Priviledges, and 
Excellencies, to which he 

was Created; He is One, brought 

from the higheſt Dignity, to the 

Depth of Miſery , degraded of the 

greateſt Splendour, and Glory, and 

turn'd down to the loweſt ſtate of Re- 
proach, and Ignominy ; From the 

Throne tothe Dunghill, From his Pa- 

radiſe to a Priſon, He is fallen very 

low by his Fall : He that was made 
little lower than the Angels, hath now 
none lower then himſelf. He may look 
into the Garden of an and Plea- 
ſure, whence he came, but can't make 
a Re-entry, The very ſight of the 
B Flaming 
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Flaming Sword, makes him cry out, 
Atrſerum eſt fuiſſe Felicem. Its now 


my ; double miſery, © that I was 


once Happy. In the (Gen. 2. 25.) It 
was once ſaid of the Protoplaſts, that 
they were both naked, and were not 
aſhamed ; becauſe their nakedneſs was 
their Glory. All the invented brave- 
ry of coſtly attire,and gorgeous Appa- 
relto cover their Bodies, ſo curiouſly 
made of God, had been no better then 
a Canvas curtain before the Sun, or a 


' black vizard before a beautifiil Face : 


But now, alas.” Tnis is the nafery of 
a poorNatural man,that he is ſpoyl'd of 
all his Beauty, and his Nakednels is his 
ſhame and miſery. Now all the curi- 
obtics of Art and Nature, can never © 
much as cover, much leſs repair this 


oapancththat fin hath cans?d; like the 


nakedneſs of 1ſ-ael, when Aaron had 
mag .themnaked, Expd. 32. 25. , or 
that nakedneſs of the People, when 


" Ahaz made Judah naked, 2 Chrog. 


28, 19, bereavcd of her beauty, glo- 
ry outward proſperity , yea divine 
race and Mercy. 
Now gather togcther all. the Ho- 


'nouwrs, Plcaſires and Profits that the 


Worfd 


Natural Myn. 3 


World can aflord, put on the gold and 
ſilver trimins, upon the ſilk and velvet 
Garments ; ſtring up all the Natural 
Parts, common Gifts, Sciences, Arts, 
and Tongues, theſe rither Jewels, for 
a Bracelet of Diamonds and Pearls , 
Allow this poor Unregenerate, unhap- 
py Creature, any or all of theſe, that 
may ſeem to ſet him ina higher capaci- 
ty then the ordinary Rank of Man, and 
hoy will be but as ſo inany witherd "g 
leaves ſtitch'd together, a poor patch'd 
covering, to hide his ſhame, and while 
they hide one ſhame they diſcover ano- 
ther. He cannot take ſo much Comfort 
in What hc hatin, 'as he may diſ-comfort 
in what he hath loft. 

As Jacob ſaid of his firſt- born Reu- 
ben, ſo may it be (aid of Man in this 
lapſt' Condition ( Gen. 49.344.) The 
cxcelicncy of dignity, and rhe exccllen- 
cy of power is gone, unſtable as water, 
thou ihalt not excel ; he 1s ſtript of all 
the Glory and Grandeur, with which 
his pure and undiitained Nature was at 
firſt inveſted, 

He that was the Maſter-pcic? of that 
goodly Univerfe, which came out gt 
tne great Makers (the Lord Jehovah) 

"Þ 2 hands 
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hands, with this Inſcription upon all 
and _ part thereof, valde bona, 
very good, is now debaſed, ſo miſha- 
pen, and diſguis'd with fin, that alas ! 
that admirable _ of Glory, Purity 
and Majeſty, exattly formed, carv*d, 
colour'd and ſtampt with all curioſity, 
in a perfect imitation of the gloriow 
Creatour himſelf , is now became the 
the moſt Monſtrous Prodigy, and Pro- 
digious Monſter of the whole Creation. 
Look upon him, and you will ſee him a 
creature of the leaſt Entity, Pſ. 30.11. 
Verily, every man ts vanity, yea in his 
beſt Eſtate, of outward fplendour and 
proſperity, he is vanity and alye. Be- 
hold him furniſh'd with the higheſt 
Priviledges and Preropatives of a Man, 
exalted to the very Zenith of all Earth- 
ly Pomp and Honour, with a full con- 
currence of beauty and feature, of the 
moſt lively tinQure, and beſt propor- 
tion'd ; clad like Agrippa of whom 


Scripture and Foſephns writes ) upon 
whoſe filver Robes. the firſt hee of 
the Morning Sun-beams brightly ſhin- 
ing, when he enter'd the Theatre, 
gave ſuch a luſtre that he was immedi- 
ately crycd up for a God, and no ſoon- 
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er lodged among the Stars, by their 
vain and flattering applauſe 3 but ſud- 


denly his Bowels ſeiz'd with a terrible 
-griping, and griev'd with the gnaw- 
ings of thoſe contemptible Vermine, 
that were ſent by an Angry God, to 
puniſh that daring inſolency ; his Syco- 
phants were convinc'd, and the proud 
Prince confeſt, that he was more be- 
neath a God, then a Worm was be- 
neath a Man. 

So every natural Man, advanc'd to 
the moſt excellent Dignity and Ho- 
hour, and ſet among the Terreſtrial 
Gods; the Sun: beams of all outward 
proſperity, and ſucceſſes, beating up- 
on the rich Enamel of the Golden 
Boſſes of his Royal attire , while he 
thus fits in ſtate,in his Imperial Throne, 
fcar'd and admir'd of all, yet even 
then, ( the Curtain being drawn) all 
this is but painted rottenneſs, and un- 
derneath lyes Vile, Wretched Man, 
a ſpectacle of the greateſt miſery that 
ever Eye beheld, as in the Pſa. 62. 9. 
Surely men of high degree are a lye. 

He was once Lord Paramount (at 
leaſt) High Steward of the whole 
World ; whoſe dwelling was the very 
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Suburbs of Heaven, and had all things 
at. his Command ; but .now, what 15 
Man ? a Poor Cottager, dwelling inthe 
Confines of : Hell, a poor loſt and wn-' 
done Creature, who hath forfeited all 
that ever he had. +His' Debts which he 
hath incurr*d ; His Viſeries in| which 
ke .js invelop'd.; and his loſſes which 
he_hath ſuſtain'd; are very great and 

Firſt, He hath loſt his Righteouſneſs, 
which was his moſt excellent ornament; 
The Regularity of his Will and Afﬀec- 
(tions, That ſpark of heaven, that 
Beam of Glory:1s gone. The pure 
Imht of an uncorrupt ' underſtanding, 
the holineſs and Integrity of an unde- 
fled heart, which were his bcſt Jewels 
and lively Image, and lovely Repreſen- 
cation of the God that made him are va- 
niſhed,clouded and departed from him. 

Secondly, He hath loit his Place, his 
Paradiſe, He is now become a Vaga- 
bond, at beſt, a Pilgrime, and hath no 
abiding City, nor place of reſt; His 
dwelling is in the Wilderneſs, among 
ſcrpents , ſnares , ſtrangers, en<mics , 
plagues, and curſes ; and when hc hath 
wander*d,wilder'd, and wearyed him- 
' (cit 
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ſelf in this Foreſt all his dayes,he knows 
not where he ſhall lye down at Night. 

Thirdly, He hath loſt his Propriety 
in, As wel as his Dominion over the 
Creatures, he that was the head, is bes 
come the tail ; The inferiour Creatures 
may riſe up and fay, as 1t is ſpoken, 
Iſa. 14.12. of Babylon, How art thor 
fallen from Heaven O Lucifer, ſon of the 
Mormng ? how art thou become vile as 
we ? how art thou become like unto 1. 

Fourthly, He hath loſt his God, 
who was al Life, his Glory, his 
Happineſs ; and this is the Total of all 
his loſſes, he is without God in the 
World, And now you have ſeen 
Poor Man in his Natural Eſtate, conh- 
dercd Privatively ; in the next place, 
let us conſider him FT ofhitively, and take 
a view of him, as he is inhis preſent 
fallen and unrencwed Eſtate. 

Firſt, He is a Poor Blind Wretch, 
Folly and Madneſs have poſleſt the 1n- 
telle& of this wocfull and degenerate 
Creature ; it was ar aggravation of 
ZLedekiahs Miſery that , Jer. 52 ; He 
enjoy*d his unhappy cyc-ſight long e- 
nough to ſee the loſs of all his dear En- 
zoyments, that he might at once bid 
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ood night to all his Comforts. Me- 
inks, it moves, ſighs, and groans, 
and draws Tears from the Eyes, to 
one that Tragical Story of Sampſon, 
at after that he had Lorded it over 
the Philiſtines, he forfeited his Eyes, 
for his Dalilahs ſmiles ; till he was 
Sropgpt forth, Blind Sampſon, to be 
aFool in the Play, for the Lords of 
the Philiſtines ( Tudg. 16. ) Mcthinks, 
it draws Blood from every Veine, and 
moves all the Body, by a ſtrange kind 
of Paroxiſme, to read that more Tra- 
gical Story of Fallen Man, who latcly 
lorded it over the whole Creation, 
and now is become the blind Fool, the 
ludibrium or laughing ſtock of the di- 
vels themſelves. | 
Look into his underſtanding, and 
ſee how the Thick and Cloudy Va- 
pours of Folly and miſapprehenſions ; 
the.dark Shades of the Night of groſs 
Ignorance, ſtay upon that Region of 
his Soul, once furniſhed with a pure 
and perfea Light, There is indeed a 
little glimmering light remaining, 
which the great God of his Infinitc 
Grace can make ( if he pleaſe) the 
Crepusculum matutinums Or oT-uoner 
® 
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of a glorious Sun or happy day : in it 
ſelf, it is but an Evening Twilight, 
all that little remains of the bright and 
beautifull Day of his Innocency, and 
Perfeftion ; now ready to vaniſh and 
be rowÞPd up in perpetual blackneſs, 
and ſerves only to let the poor Soul to 
ſee the approach of Eternal Darkneſs. 
1, He may be a ſharp-ſighted Lince- 
u, of a very Sagacious diſcerning Eye 
as to all earthly objetts, he may have 
much Knowledge in all Humane Arts 
and Miſtcries, he may have a preat 
ſhare in the Wiſdom that is Earthly, 
Senſual and Dive!liſh, Jam. 3. 15. 
But all this while, he knows nothing 
of the things of God, He may be a 
Many-Eycd Argos, of a quick appre- 
henſton to contrive, of alarge reach tg 
circumvent, and very cunning to de- 
ceive, as the Prophet ſays. Fer: 4. 22. 
They are wiſe to do cvill but co do 
good they have no underſtanding; Yet 
is but like the Mole, whoſe wall: is 
m the dark Cells, and o»>{cure Cavern; 
of the Earth, where he is well read, 
but above Ground can fee little or no- 
thing, or like the Bat that ſees in the 
Nipht, but is blind in the Day, as the 
Pal. 
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Plalmiſt deferibes the Heathen 1dols 
(Pſal. 135. 16. ) They have eyes 
and fce not, Snch as the Prophet ſpeaks 
of the blind that have Eycs, 'whom the 
Cod of this World hath blinded, and 
keeps under Chains of Darkncſs, 
2 yok 4. 4. 

. He can perceive and underſtand 
nothing of the things of Heaven, the 
Matters of another World. Hecan- 
not ſee God, he cannot know him- 
ſelf ( Rev. 3. 21. ) He is poor and 
blind, and ( 1 Cir. 2. 14.) he cannot 
know the things of God, they arc ſpi- 
ritually dt ſeernc 

H: -Fq ly Wu A bn 40 inofs appcars. 

1.ln his In2dvertency in his own choice 
when Lifc and Death arc beforc him, 
he chooſeth the wayes of Death rather 
then Life. is not he a pittifull poor 1g- 
rorant man that ſhall prefer a periſh- 
ns World before an cternal Portion ? 
O! how blind 1s he that ſc Is Eternity 
for a Moment, Freraty of Happineſs 


for a Moments Pleaſire, Pearls for 
Braſs, Heaven for a Buy tt terfly,C lory for 
boy” 3 and his $ out ilnt?2 Petr. 
Ah ! pur-blind, ſhort -19hted, ſha!- 
1 witted $0! © (hall Happineſs be 
mca- 
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meaſured by the ſhort Standard of 
Time, or by a full, an infinite Eterni- 
ty ? But how mnch more ignorant 1s 
he that ſhall chooſe the ways that lead 
to Hell, before the pleafant paths of 
Life. 

2. In his Fooliſh Undertakings ;' all 
his Works prociaim his Folly, they 
are called by the Apoſtle, Heb. 9. 7. 
*Ayrohuzzre Ipnorances, all his ways are 
Errours and Miſtakes : Errours, miſ- 
takes, and wandrings fill up the diſinal 
night of his whole life ; he runs head- 
long, and hoodwink upon any lin, in 
the (95. Pſl. 10." he is ſaid to erre in 
his Heart, and (Prov. 4. 1<.) he knows 
not at what he ſtumbles : Every trap 
takes him, every allurement cntanples 
him, every Temptation foyls him, he 
ſees nodanper, can prevent no cvil; he 
5 ready to call Evil Good, and Good 
Evil; lo 1s either doing that which is 
in it ſelf Evil, or Good in an Fvil wa 
and manner ; his Picty is ldolatry, his 
Devotion but Superſtition, Fecl. 5. 1. 
his Duties be his Sins, and all from his 


carnal Principles, fraiſter intontions, 


and crooked aims in the bet of his une 
dertaKings, 
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3. In his pracipitancy to ffis own 
miſchief, he that walketh in Darkneſs 
knoweth not whether he goeth,(Foh.12. 
35.) he goes as an Oxe to the ſlaugh- 
ter, and a Fool to the correttion of the 
ſtocks, and yet knows not ( Prov.9.18. 
that.the dead are there, and her gueſts 
are in the depth of Hell. 1s there any 
but a blind or mad man, that would 
make ſuch haft to his own ruine, as 
this poor ignorant ſoul doeth ? break- 
ing through Calls, Councels, Threat- 
nings, Rebuks, yea many convictions, 
to the work of fin and iniquity. He 1s 
rack*d and tortur'd in the ſervice of di- 
vers Luſts ; yet in a full Carcer {like 
the Wild Aſe traverſing her ways} 
purſues his carnal pleaſure and ſenſual 
deliphts- to his own deſtruction, he 
draws iniquity wita cords of vanity, 
and fin, as it were with a Cart-rope, 
Iſa. 5. 18. ) and works all iniquity with 
greedinels (Eph. 4. 19.) and ſucks in 
poyſon as a ſweet draught ; he drink- 
eth - iniquity like water, ( Job 15. 
16, 

Secondly, He is as Filthy as Fooliſh, 
a Dark and Dirty Dungeon, a nov- 
ſou ſtye of all unclcanncſs ; he is alto- 
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gether become Filthy ( Pſal. 14. 3.) 
He is one Polluted in his Blood, caſt 
forth in the open Field to the loathm 
of his Perſon( Ezehk, 16. 5. 6.) AVel- 
ſel in which is no pleaſure(Fer. 22. 28.) 
a Veſſel whoſe ill Savour offends the 
Noſtrils of God. A Veſlel, thatno 
hand of his is ever like to touch, but 
that ofhis Juſtice, todaſh it in Pieces : 
A Veſſel full of poyſon, a very fink 
and Dunghill of Defilement, rotten- 
neſs, and putrefaction. | 

Behold the Man ! 

1. His Body and Soul, his whole 
Perſon is all over defiled with Sin, 
hence that of the Apoſtle ( 2 Cor. 7. 1.) 
Let us cleanſe our ſelves from all filthi- 
neſs of the Fleſh and Spirit ; that viſt- 
ble, and abhor'd of all ; this inviſible, 
and more loathſome in the Eyes of 
God; and could he but ſee himſelf, 
what a polluted Perſon he is, he would 
beas much an abhorrency to himſelf , 
as he is to others, and cry out more 
paſhonately then ever the Prophet did 
( Iſa. 6. 5.) woe 1s me, for amun- 
done, becauſe I am a man of unclean 
Lips. And cover himſelf farre more 
aſtoniſhed then ever Job was, when he 


cryed 
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cryecd out ( 7ob. 42. 6. ) in his amaze- 
ment, | abhor my ſelf and repent in 
go and Aſhes. 

. Look into his Heart aud Conſci- 
ence, oh! what a taint is there ? how 
is his Conſcience fly-blown, and his 
Phe Ty of all (tinking Vermin, (Ger. 
| . ) Every imagination of the 
tas of his Heart tis cvil, and onl 
evil, and that continually ; RT 
of Purity, nor glimpſe of bcautie can 
be ſeen. From this corrupt Fountain 
( the Heart ) Jar. 15. 18, 19. runs 
forth that w hich dehiles the whole man, 
and O ! how preat defilement ? for 
out of the Heatt proccedeth cvil 
thoughts, Murther, Thefts, Adulte- 
ryes, &c. What an open Sepulchre 1s 
here ? There lycs the Serpents Root, 
the Cockatrice Eggs that bring forth 
the Ficry flying Serpents. That Conſci- 
ence that ſhould be pure, and purge 
the reſt of the Man Tir. 1. is. 15 i 
'of defilement, The very Mind and 
Conſcience of this unconverted Sinner 
*1S dchled. 

. There+is nothing but Filthineſs 
"7 uhcleannefs proceeds from him, 
wal nift Fator Homo eft %c. The man 
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is nothing clſe but a Stink, (Rom.3. 
13. ) Their Throat is an open Sepul- 
chre, the Poyſon of Asps is under 
their Lips, their Mouth is full of cur- 
ſing and bitterneſs, &c. And not onl 
his curſes but his Prayers, not only his 
Adulteries but his beſt dutics arc hatc- 
tull, and as filthy Rags. ( Pro. 15. 8.) 
The very Sacrifice of the wicked is an 
Abomination to the Lord, wherefare 
he threatens that People Amos. 5. 21. 
| will not ſmell in your ſolemn Afſem- 
blics. 

4. Heis not only polluted but pol. 
luting, he pollutes Ya Name, profancs 
the Ordinances, and dcfiles the holy 
things of God, Has.2.13,'4,15. If he 
could but underſtand what a filthy noi- 
ſome Creature indzed he is, his own 
filthineſs would affright him, and make 
him run in haſt to the preat Refiner 
and cleanſer of ſouls, and ſtrip open his 
boſom and cry earneſtly, as Pſal.5 1. 2. 
7. Waſh re thoroughly from mine Ini- 
quity, cleariſe me from my ſin, Purge me 
with Hyſſop a1:d 1 (hall be clean, waſh me 
and I ſhalf be whiter thtn ſnow. Oh! 
I can never look God in the face with 
any comfort, polluted as I am. ©O 

quickhy 
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quickly fet open to me the Fountain 
prepared for ſin and for uncleanneſs 
Zach. 1.13. there let me bathe and 
rinſe my filthy and unclean Soul. Oh 
let the blood of ſprinkling (that can 
fetch out the moft crimſon or ſcarlet 
ſtain, the deep and double dye) drop 
upon my heart, Heb.g. 1.4. ' Oh! Shew 
me thy Covenant, and tvfn the cock 
that I may be ſprinkled with clean wa- 
ter, and may be cleanſed from all my 
filthineſs as thou haſt promiſed, Ezek. 
36.25. Put me into the Furnace of Af- 
fliftion until all my ſcumme be boyd 
away ; caſt me into the fire that is in 
Sion, and let me lye under the ſharp re- 
bukes of the world until all my droſs 
be conſumed, lay on more and more 
ſtroakes, bring new convittions, and 
morecloſe and griping, doe what thou 
wilt with me ſo thou make me clean, 
ſuch a filthy Creature as I can never be 
admitted into the moſt pure, and glo- 
rious preſence of God, O take away 
theſe filthy Garments, (Zach.3.4.) and 
give me change of Rayment, 
Thirdly, He is as poor as polluted; 


za the midſt of all his Pomp and Gran- 
deur, he is a poor wretched hunger- 
ſtarv'd 
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ſtarv'd creature, The Bankrupt Pro- 
digal, when he had nothing to cover 
his naked Pody, or to fill his hungry 
Belly, was not in a poorer caſe than 

2; When he proſpers moſt he is undone, 
Fob 20.22. In the fullneſs of his Suf- 
ficiency he 15 17: ſtraits. 

1. He hath no right unto, nor true 
enjoyment of any thing that he ſeems 
to have. Jt is ſaid of the Saints of 
God, though they be as having nothing 
ſometimes, yet they poſſefs all things, 
2 Cor.6.10, But this unhappy wretch 
when he ſeems to have. all things, he 
poſlefſeth nothing. 

2. Hchath no hopes to recover himi- 
ſclf but by begging ; he hathno Friends, 
no $Kkiil, no Stock, no Strength, yet 
there is ſome hopes for this poor Beg- 
v4r, if he repair to the right Door. 
Rev: 3, 19. 

3. Thegreat miſchief that attends 
his Poverty 15 his Pride; he 1s ſodeſpe- 
rately poor, that he apprchends oft 
times his condition hopeleſs, and palt 
recovery : yet is heſo daringly proud; 
that either he will not ſec: his own Po- 
\erty and Lndonneſse, or elſe will not 
make his caſe known. h thatis his 
miſery |! # 4. He 
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4. Heisa Priſoner in Chains ; the 
curſe of Cham is upon him, he is ſer- 
wits ſervorum, a Servant of Servants, 
at the beck of Satan, and all his Inſtru- 
ments. His Bondage is worſe then 
the e/Egyptian Thraldom, he muſt 
ſerve proud Pharaoh (a trne Emblcin 
of the Divel) fill up his Tale of Bricks, 
the meaſure of his Iniquities, and find 
Straw and Stubble, bear his own 
charge, though it coſt him his Eſtate, 
Life, SouP, and all, As Cicerotold 
the Jew, ſoit may be ſaid of him, and 
ſuch as he 15, Genus Hominum ad ſer- 
vitutem natum. A Sort of People de- 
ſtin'd to bondage, he is not only (as 
Paulſpeaks of himſelf Rom. 7.) fold un- 
der Sin, but as it was ſaid of Ahab, 
1 King. 21. 25. That he did ſell 
himſelf ro work wickedneſs. 

1, See how he walks in Fetters, 
and is content with thoſe lron Shackles; 
the Bonds of iniquity, with which he 
15 bound, yea how he prides himſelf, 
in a fend conceit of Literty, like him 
that was born in the Priſon, and was 
ſenſible of no reſtraint, becauſe he ne- 
ver knew the ſweet content of liberty, 
or the Bird bred in the Cage, that ſings 


as 
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as eneny asif ſhe had the whole range 


of the Heavens, ſo merrily ſings this 
poor jocund wretch, and thinks his 
Bondage to be Liberty, and = pers 
fect freedom of Saints ( the Law of 
Libertv,) a molt grievous and in- 
tollerable Bondage, and when he is 
called forth to the glorious Liberties of 
the Sons of God, and offer'd the free- 
dom purchaſed by the blood of Chrilt, 
upon the ſweet terms of Goſpel Obe 
dience, this Son of Bel: 21 crycs out of 
chains and cords, away with theſe 
Fetters this Yoke, this irkſome rc- 
Ntraint, Icin ncver endure them, but 
muſt break. theſe bands in ſunder and 
calt away theſe Cords from him, ſc. 
2.3. 

Alas ! poor miſtaken Soul, it is ca- 
ſy for him that is ſo ignorant as to call 
good evil, and evil good, to put Fivect 
for bitter, and bitter for ſweet, to 
account that his bondage which is in- 
deed his Liberty, and that his Liberty 
which is indeed his bond: We to Cor- 

uption, and when he [caps and tr i>ks, 
and lings with the preatelt jollity in his 
Works of lin and ſenſu delights, 
and mokes his boaſt thi: hc can tn, 
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withont. controul, what doth this un” 
happy creature,but Glory in his chains» 
and all this while he is at beſt but Sa- 
tans Priſoner at large, yet kept in 
cloſe and ſafe Cuſtody, for the general 
Gaol delivery. 

2. Obſerve his very reaſon capti- 
vated; his will, that is in its own Na- 
ture free, deny'd any freedom, 0 
much as to chooſe, much leſs to conſult 
and contrive that which is truly good, 
or conducing to his own eternal peace, 
and ſafety. The Prince of the Power 
of the Air, the ſpirit that workecth in 
the Children of diſobedience Eph. 2. 2. 
lcads him at his pleaſure. 

3. Bchold his affections, Lorded 
by every Luſt, ſwarms of luſts, 
Troops of Temptations continually 
command, looking who ſhall be firſt 
ſerved, they are always kept at work, 
ſcrving divers Luſts. 

4. Look how his whole Body and 
Soul lye under an intollerable vaſ- 
ſallage, asthe ſworn Servants of Sin, 
and all his Members made Inſtruments 
of unrightcouſneſs, his whole man 
drag?d and haPd about tothe moſt dir- 
ty work, the vilcſt drudgery and ba- 
ſcſt 


- 
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ſeſt Service, Day and Night, that his 
moſt cruel Task-maſters will have him 
to do, ſerving with great hardſhip, and 
grievous hazard, with the ſad expence 
of time and ſtrength, till all be ſpent 
(at length) in the divells work. 

5- In this his woefull bondage and 
thraldom, he is very ſick and ſorely 
wounded. Sin like a poyſoned Arrow 
ſticks at his very Heart, his diſeaſe 
hath ſeized his Vitals His danger is 
the greater that his ſenſe is ſolittle : 
from the Sole of the Foot to the Crown 
of the head, there is no ſoundneſs but 
Wounds and Bruiſes and putrifying 
ſores, Iſa. 1.6. O how he lyes wallow- 
ing and poliuted in his blood ( Exzek. 
16.6. ) what deadly wounds, what a 
complication of dangerous diſeaſes are 
upon this woefull Sinner / what a 
ſpittle or Hoſpital of Maladies, infir- 
mities, and mortal ſickneſſcs is this 
wretched unregenerate Perſon! It is 4 
wonder of mercy he continues one da 
in this Land of the Living, all the Phi- 
ſitians in the World can never cure 
him. Ah woefull ſpeQtacle ! no ſcabby 
Lazarus lying at the Gate, nor Gory 
Fob upon the Dunghill, is a more pittt- 
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fall obje& then this bleeding, pining, 
dying Soul. 

1 He hath the Plague of an hard 
heart, the Plague Sores of unbclicf? 
rebellion, and ſtubbornneſs, are run- 
ning upon him, though he know not, 
( 1 Kings 8. 38. ) the plague of his 
own Heart, a dreadful difcaſe, catch- 
ing and infectious, hereditary ad 
mortal irrecoverably without a time- 
ous cure, and curable by none, but 
the healing hand of Chriſt. 

2, Thercis upon him the high calen- 
tures of Drains and impetuous Luſts, 
as it was ſaid of Sodom and Gomorrab 
(Fude 7.) the Fire began in their Bo- 
ſome, that conſumed thoſe Cities, the 
Luſts of the Fleſh, the Luſts of the Eye 
inflame the Soul, and as the people 
of thoſe curſed citics inkindled a Fire 
that conſumed them and their ſubſtance, 
ſo all the Proviſion that he makes for 
the Fleſh to ſatisfy it in the Luſts there- 
of, doth but increaſe the burning that 
can never be quencht, but will deſtro 
both Soul and Body, unleſs the blood 
of Jeſus, by Faith, be ſeaſonably ap- 
plyed- 

3. Hehath the ſwelling impoſtuma- 

| tion 
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tion, both within and without, of moſt 

abominable Helliſh Pride, and daring 

preſamption : his heart ſwells within 

him, againſt God; In Pſal. 73.8. 9. 

he is deſcribed to be one that ſpeaks 

loftily ; who ſets his Mouth againſtthe* 
Heavens,and his Tongue walks thro 

the Earth. Under inſtructions he be- 

haves himſelf with a moſt prodigious 

inſolency, ſaying as Pharaob, who is 

the Lord ? and of all his commands, 7 
will break theſe bands, and caſt away 

theſe cords. who is Chriſt that be 
ſhould reign over me ? Under correQt- 
ons, he 1s like a Wild Bull in a Net, 
what Helizſh Tumors of his diſcontent-" 
cd heart, that ſends forth ſuch filthy 
corrupt noyſom matter? hard thoughts, 
blaſphemous thoughts, high murmu- 
rings, and curſed repinings againſt the 
God that corredts him! Under imer- 
cies, he is encloſed in his own Fat, 
with his Mouth he ſpeaks Proudly, 
(Pſal. 17. 10 like Zeſhurun waxeth fat 
and kicks , In his Proſperity, he doth 
liftup himſelf with a great diſdain and 
contempt of God, and his ways : 1 
PRE to thee in thy proſperity ( faith 
the Lorg, ) and thou wouldſt not hear, 
(- 4 [\ 
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1f God doth not give him anew heart, 
ar by the keen Lancet of his Word. to- 
ether. with the warm Blood of Chriſt 
break the Impoſthume ; He ſwells with 
Pride, till (with 7udas) he burſt in 
ſunder, or goes on in his obſtinate diſ- 
obedience, and gainſaying God, till at 
length by ajuſthand he hath not a word 
to ſay for hunſelf in Hell. 

4: He hath the growing Dropſic of 
inſatiable covetous deſires, alwaics 
drinking, and ever dry. His greedy 
defires after the/World arc his gricvous 
Diſeaſe, and when he gets more of that 
whieh he defires, it's = as 2 little wa- 
ter to a great Fire, that makes it burn 
the. fiercer, or a little Drink in a burn- 
ing Feaver, that doth but increaſe the 
thirſt, and he continually adds to his 
pain and torment. | 

5. He hath the ſhaking Palfie of 
carnal fear, and ſpiritual feebleneſs. 
Alas! this poor Wretch goes tremb- 
ling, is a very _ at any Spiritu- 
al Work, and is afraid of every thin 
he meets, (Heb. 2. 15.) He is kept 
in Bondage through fear of Death all his 
days; and hath” nothing bur feeble 
knees and withered hands to help 
himſelf. 6. He 


: 
-* 
EY 
WW 


Charatters of a 25 


6.He lies under the Phrenſy of Rarap 
pant and unruly affeftions : If you fee 
him im his Fits, you would think him 
too mad ever to come to himſelf again. 
m theſe mad paſhons juſt like the De- 
moniack im the Goſpel, Mat. 17. 15. 
fometimes he falleth into the Firc, and 
loimetimes into the Water. 


7. The ſpreading , polluting Le- 
prohie of all Iniquity within and with- 
out, in his Conſcience and Converſa- 
tion. It ſticks to the Nature as cloſe as 
that Leproſfie to the Houſe, ( Levi. 
14. 36.) which no means could cure 
but the taking down of the Houſe. 
(1.) Though it were empticd. (2.) 
Shut up ſeven Days, (3.) The 
Leprous Stones were taken down, the 
Walls ſcrap*d, and duſt caſt out of 
doors. (4.) Though other Stones 
and Plaiſter put in the room, yet till 
the. Houſe be broken down, and all the 
Materials thereof,the Leprofie remains. 
By all which would underſtand. (1.) 
Thou h there be full Confeſſion of fin. 
(2.) Serious Reſolutions againſt Sin. 
(3.) Deep Humiliation for Sin. (4.) 
Partial Reformation, or forſaking = 
® 
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of Sin, : yet the pollution 15 not taken a- 
Way) 

8. The deadly Lethargy of dange- 
rous ſecurity ; Like Laxdicea, Kev, 
3. 17. that thought hcr ſclf Wile, 
and ſaid lam Rich, and increaſed with 
Goods, and have need of nothing, 
when ſhe was Wretched, Miſerable, 
Poor, Blind and Naked. Thus poor 
Man, you may ſee him overcome with 
Diſcaſes, every one in his one Nature 
mortal ; beſides multitudes of Wounds 
and Sores that Sin has made in ever 
part, inhis Head, in his Heart, and all 
over. 

6. He is indecd but a walking Ghoſt, 
but a poor dead Creature, as 1t is ſaid 
of the wanton Widow. 1 Tin. 5. 6. 
She is dead, while ſhe yet livcth. 
Handle him, heis as cold, as hcavie, 
as loathſome, as lifeleſs as any dead 
Creature that ever you ſaw. 

Thoſe parts and gifts that you behold 
are but the Spices upon an embalm?d 
Carkaſs Rev. 3. i. He hath a Name 
to live, but is dead. He may do ſome 
atts that are morally good, but to love, 
fcar, bclieve in, and depend upon God, 
w hich are a&ts of the Soul eſſentially 
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g00d, or to pray in the Spirit, hear 
in the Spirit, which arc ads Spiritual- 
ly good, he hath no Heart nor Hand : 
All his profcſſhon of Chriſt is but asa 
dead Branch ſtuck into a living Root. 
Eph. 2.1. You hath he quickned who 
were dead in T reſpaſles and Sins. 

7. Hes in continual danger under 
the Curſe of God, fromthe Womb to 
the Tomb. (Fph 2. 3.) He is by Na- 
turc a Child of Wrath. Wrath, Ven- 
geance and a Curſe is the direfull Pa- 
trimony which he inherits : Miſery and 
Unhappineſs is in his way, Rom. 3. 
15,16. His feet are ſwift to ſhed 
Blood, Deſtrudtion and Mi ery are in 
his Paths. Over his — is a flying 
Roll of Curſes, as in Ze 
2345 J- 

His Bed is tufted with Curſes, his 
Table 1s furniſhed with Curſes, (Feb. 
20. 23.) when he 1s about to fill his 
Belly, he may fear that God will caſt 
upon him the fury of his Wrath, and 


charian 5. 2, 


. rain it upon him while he 1s eating. His 


very Bleſſings be Curſed, and his 
Croſſes be as the very Smoak and 
Sparks of Hell. 


8, Theendof his Days is the be- 
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pinning of his endleſs doom. Upon the 
confines of Hell, that burning Lake, and 
the very borders of that dreadful Land 
of Darkneſs, He walks all his Life 
time, Heb.2. 15. being kept in Bon- 
dage through fear of Death, And when 
he comes to die, his poor, wretched, 
hopeleſs Soul drops into theſe Everla(t- 
ins burnings ; *tis his Portionhis Place, 
his own Place, A. 1. 25. Hell is his 
own Mothers Boſome, he is not only 
made, (as in Mat. 23. 15.) butis born 
the Child of Hell, his lodging place to 
all Eternity is with the Damned, and 
Devils in the unquenchable Flames, 
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EAR © you Draf that have 
Fars, Bchold you Blind thar 

have Eyes, (Iſa. 43. 8.) Haſten out of 
your dark Dungeon, O you Priſoners 
of hope, (Zech 9. 11, 12.) Livenot 
a Moment longer in that State, in 
which if you Die, you muſt nceds be 
damned for ever, John 3. 3. Except a 
Man bc born again (or from wo 
1e 
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he cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
God. 

1. Think not better of thy ſelf then 
thou art; do not imagine when thou 
ſceſt that monſtrous, miſcrable and 
miſhapen Perſon, which is held forth 
to thee in this Picture, drawn before 
thee, that thou haſt ſeen anothers Face, 
and not thine own : But rather be af- 
fetted and ſtartle at this Prodigious and 
Tremendous ſight,and in the bitterneſs 
of thySoul cry out,and ſay,ah * That is 
my black and ugly Viſage, that «is 
my Rotten and Polluted Carkaſs 
that 1 behold, thoſe are my filthy 
Ragss, the Badges of my Poverty and 
Miſery. I am that Captive Slave in 
Chains, that ſworn Vaſſal to Corrup- 
tion : Thoſe noiſom Lults, that Plague 
Sore, thoſe foul running Ulcers are the 
deadly Diſtempers of ny Soul ; Mine 
Is = Tone and ghaſtly Face, that mere 
SkelWn, that Image of Death, that 
Fire-brand of Hell; Vine is that He:], 
that place of Torment. Alas: I am 
more wrethed then any man, as bad as 
Sin and the Devil can make me. 

Look back upon thoſe Black and 
loathſome ( harattcrs of fin and my ery 

Dt; : 
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before thy Face, the truce Portraiture 
of {inful _ in his old and unrege- 
nerate State, which can't be Dec, pher?d 
bad and black enough, but by a Pen- 
ci] fetcht from the Bottomleſs Pit. To 
ſ:ch an unrenewed Perſon this Paper 
ſpeaks,as Nathan did to David, 2 Sam. 
I Ze 7. 
> artthe Man. 

Let not ſottiſh ſecurity hinder 
thee from ſecing thine own Face ; nor 
a ſecret afraidneſs turn away thine 
Eves from bcholding thy ſelf; ſo ſad a 
Spectacle, and fech an undone Crea- 
ture as thou art. Both taeſe, are c- 
on [ly dangerou s, and will render thy 

Caſe deſperately Evil. It is undoubt- 
ey inuch more ſafe to ſee thy ſelf 
NOW, by tae help of Sand tary Light, 
then W hen it IS too late OY the Flames 
of Hcl] Eirc. 

Now is thc day of tne Revelgion 
of Grace and Mercy tarough Jeſs 
Chriſt, but then will be the Dar y of the 
Rev-lation of the Righteous -udement 
of God, (Ro. 2. 5.) who will render 
to every man according to his decds. 
It is infinitely better for any Soul t9 
ſee his own $1n any i Mifer \'s white there 

is 


£ 


SF 


Natural Man. 31 


is hop2s of Mercy, then to have Sin 
and Miſery ſct before him when there 
is no means for recovery. If men 
will not ſee their Iniquity and Sin, and 
loath themſelves ; God will make their 
ſhame to appear before Men and An- 
gels, and deal worſe with them then 
he threatens Niniveh, in the dayof 
her Judgment. ( Nahun. 3. 540+) L will 
ſhew the Nations thy Nakedneſs, and 
the Kingdoms thy ſhame. 

It is an Excellent piece of Wiſdom, 
now to ſec the dreadful Puilt of (in, 
whilſt we can ſee Sin, and a Saviour 
condemning guilt, and cleanſing Blood, 
to ſce and know our deadly Diſcaſes, 
whilſt we ſec our fickneſſcs and an heal- 
ing Jeſus, and to have an abhorring 
ſence of our Spots and dehilements, 
while the Fountain is opened for fin, 
and for uncleanneſs, znd a Hand to 
wipe usclean. It is an intolcrable foily 
and madneſs, the very thoughts there- 
of are enough to make up a Hell it (elf, 
for a poor unregen*rate Soil notto 
fee what it is, till it 1s too late to be 
what he ſho :|{ ; not to ſee his Sin, his 
Sickneſs, till he can ſee nothing Hur Sin 
and \Wrath, Sin and Vengeance, Sic! 
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neſs and Death, Sickneſs and Hell. 

2, Let not ſelf-love ſo blindthe eye, 
that thou ſhouldſt not ſec thy Spots, to 
a loathing, thy wretchedneſs to a ſell- 
abhorrency. The Devil hath the cun- 
ning Art of Deceptio Viſres, that thy 
Spots ſhould not look ſo great, nor thy 
ſins ſeem ſo bad as they are. Take 
heed of a Laodicearn ſelf-conceit z fay 
not within thy ſclf, there be many in 
a worſe caſe then I : Let thy ſins be al- 
waycs before thine Eyes, that with 
Ephraim (Fer. 31. 18.) thou maycſt 
bemoan thy ſelf, and cry out I am un- 
done, I am undone ; tacre is no guilt 
like mine. Though there is no Pleaſure 
or dclight in theſe thoughts at preſent, 
the future comfort and advantage will 
be unſpeakable. 

Secondly, Conclude with thy ſclf, 
that there is an indiſpenſible neceſſity 
of being new born. Account it an un- 
doubted maxime in Religion, Better 
not to have been born, then never to 
be born again. Let thy thoughts work 
like the Lepers at the Siege of Sama- 
714, (2 King 75.5) If we ſit here, we 
die in the City with Famine, if we 20 
forth intothe Camp, we may live. bi | 

CONTINUE 
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continde in my Natural State, 1fh8" 
periſh and be Jaffe for eves ; Butif 
| hdervs our afrer a change, | may be 
ſaved. Tike that mans Tnoenury well, 
that wrote over the Door of his New. - 
buitt Noute, 0 mud hic ſunt novaprtter 
vVereftim amiicum, All things here are 
new but your old Friend, but not his 
Obriftidiriry, if he did not love a new 
heatt, better then a new houſe, and 
>id not account ita greater honour to 
he a Ncw Creature, then an Ole 
Friend. 

Thou canſt never ſce any thing of 
the Face of Co:d, but his Frowns, know 
n0oing of his. Name but Juſtice and 
Gireful engeance, if thou continue in 
thy unchangel and unrenewed State. 

There be 4919. many that boaſt and 
pride themſclves, that they were ſtill 
the fame, and were n2ver changed ; 
And whats the Tri: amph and Glory 
OL f theſe $013 of Bil; :! but ris, that 
C icy arc Yet ns De viP $ Cioſy Priſen- 
ers,obftinate Sinrers, fworn Frenmcs 
to their own So! ils, that They arc yet 
fine o on galiantiy, and* confidently to 

Ic!l. : or ar be? {7 enat they never 
me. 1h any CNECK 031 "chuke of Con- 
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ſcience, to deter them from that place 
of torment to which they are bound. 

In a*good way to remain ſtedfaſt, 
in a good State to continue fixed 
and unchangable, is the happineſs of a 
Soul, Complectioned beſt like the Glo- 
ry of Heaven, and beſpeaks that man 
to be a Saint of an Heroick,Noble, and 
Heavenly Reſolution. But in an evi] 
way to perſevere, and in an evil ſtate 
to remain unchanged, 1s a caſe, uwuch 
like theirs in Hell, and Argues in 
Tuch a Soul, a kind of Reſolute Mad- 
neſs. 

_Tairdly, Account and believe it a 
Very hard, and difficult work, tocome 
'out of that natural nfull State in which 
thouart. To bring the 'Treesout of 
the Forreſt, and the Stones out of Na- 
tur's Quarry, and make them fit for 
the building, is not a work for any 
ordinary hand to effteft, The Natu- 
ral Birth, is the ſtanding Wonder of 
Nature : but the New-birth is ſuch a 

Wonder of Grace us paſleth all un- 

derſtanding. As in the (oh. 3.7.8. ) 

The Wind blows where it liſteth, and 

thou hcarcſt the ſound, and knoweſt 

not whence ut conieth, nor whither it 

gocth, 

$ 
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gocth, ſo is every one that is born of 
the Spirit, which no man knows, 
Eccles. 11. 5. The only Light the 
Seripture gives into this miſterious 
Work, isunder the umbrage of things 
moſt difficult, or impoſſible in Nature. 
When you read of removing Moun- 
tains, and of making the everlaiting 
Hills to tremble, the dividing of Jor- 
dan, and the conſtant ſtreams forſa- 
King their wonted Channcls, It is but 
a ſhadow of that greater work , the 
ſtrange Concuſſion of Nature, and ſha- 
king the Powers of Sin, and making 
the biph Mountains of Pride and Rebel- 
lion to tremble, or the turning of the 
Screams of natural affeftions, againſt 
Nature. To hold the huge Ocean in 
Tramels is a great work, but to rc- 
ſtrain, or dry up that more mighty 
Torrcnt, or raging Sea of impetuous 
Luſts, and violent Corruption, 15 a 
much greater Work, and requires the 
greatneſs of Divine Power, and the 
workings of the Mighty Power of God, 
even that Power that raiſed Jeſus Chriſt 
from the dead, as in Eph. 1, 

I 9, 27. 
[ oor Man in this work 1s little more 
L)'2 til 1 
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th-n merely paſkvc,Of our natural birth 
it is ſaid, (Pſal 109. 4.) It is he that 
hath made us ; not we our ſelves, So it 
muſt be ſaid of the new-birth alſo. 

Can the Unregenerate Soul hear 
when he is called ? O with what feeble 
Knees doth the Sinner come when he 
15 made to hear, and with what pally 
hands doth he take hold of Grace when 
he is made to come 7 (Row. 9g. 16.) 
It isnot in him that wills, nor in him 
that runs, but of God that ſhewcth 
Mercy. Sometimes the unſanQifycd 
Will rebels againſtthe convinced Judg- 
ment , and apain ſometimes the 
prej:diced Judgment milleads the bet- 
ter affected Will. That?*s an undoubt- 
ed Truth of. Chriſt, (Joh. 6. 44.)No 
man can come to me except the Father 
which ſent me, draw him. 

Fourthly, LZct not the Diſticulty of 
the work diſhcartcn thec from thine ut- 
moit endeavours. Though with Man 
1: ſeems not poſlible, yet (Fer. 32. 
27.) There is not any thing too hard for 
t-e Lord. Stick nt (poor wretch) in 
theſe quick ſands of an imaginary im- 
poſhhility, 

Thuand;, and Millions, are now 
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in Heavcn, that were as blind, as poor» 
as polluted, as impotent, as dead in 
Treſpaſſes and Sins as thou art. 

The Glorious Revenue of Divine 
Grace, ariſeth out of ſuch arduous and 
difficult Caſes as thine, (1 Tim. 1.13, 
16.) ( Fph. 2.1, and. 6.) 

Firſt, Appear before God in the 
uſe of Ordinances. Do as they did, that 
were ſick, Blind, Lame, and Leprous, 
follow after Jeſus Chriſt, Lord Jcſus 
come and heal, - Jeſus thou ſon of Da- 
vid, have mercy upon me, That I may 
receive my fight, Lord if thou wilt 
thou canſt make me whole, and make 
me clean. in every Ordinance, fay, 
Oh, where is he that can deliver me out 
ol this miſcry and trouble, where is Jc- 
ſas, There is none other Name under 


Heavgn, given among men, whereby 
I muſt be ſaved, Acts 1. 12. 


He hath the Key of David ( Apoe, 3. 
-. )He opened the Heart of Lydia, 
(Act. 16.) and makes his Flect a wil- 
ling people in the day of his Power, 
Za. 110. 3. 
. Confider, The Lord Jeſus Chrilt 


15 __ way ſuited, and accommoda- 
ted to be thy Saviour. 


D 3 (i.) He 
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1. He is All-ſufficient, is able to 
ſave to the uttermoſt, them that come 
to God by him. Heb. 7. 25. Who 1s 
made of God Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, 
Sanftification , and Redemption , 
There 15 nothins which He cannot do 
for tice. 

1, He can repair all thy loſſes, re- 
ſtore thee to thy loſt conformity to, 
and Communion with thy God. * 

2. He canopen thy blind eyes, and 
turn thy Midnight into a Morning, He 
came to open the Eyes of blind ſinners, 
and proffers his Collyrinum, that is , 
his Eye-falve, that will infallibly cure. 
Rev. 3.18. 

3. He can cleanſe all thoſe filthy 
ſpots, that no time, nor blood, nor 
briniſh Tears, nor Fullers Soap, can 
take away. Zech. 13.1, 1 Cog. 6.9, 
11. 

4. He can raiſe thee from the Dung - 
hil, Rags, and Poverty, and furnith 
thee with infinite riches, C/. 2.9. In 
him dwells all fullneſs, vaſt Treaſures, 
the Fulneſs of God, 1 Cor. 3.ult. You 
are Chriſts, and all is yours. 

5. He can ranſome thy poor cap- 
tive Soul, Iſa, 61. 1. Zech. 9g. 11. 
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Say to himthrough the Grates of thy 
Priſon Houſe, 1/a. 26. 13. Though 
otherLords have had dominion over me, 
yet by thee only will I male mention 
of thy Name. 

5. Hecan cureall thy Maladies, the 
deadly Plague, the high Calenture, 
the ſpreading Leproſy, He is the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs, that ariſeth with 
healing and Salvation under his Wings. 
Mal. 4. 2. I | 

6. Hecagraiſe thy dead Soul, Eph. 
5. 14. Awake thou that ſleepeſt, ſtand 
up from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give 
the Life. He ſpeaks here, to the Re- 
newed ones, to keep themſelves vipi- 
lant; to, the Unrenewed and dead fmn- 
ners, to attend when: Chriſt ſhall ſpeak 
to them, as he did to. Latarss, Fob. 
I1. 43. Lazarus come forth. Andiif 
they will hear and endeavour to ſtand 
up from the dead, Chriſt will give 
them Life. 41 

7. He, and Heouly, can take awa 
the Curſe, who was made a Curſe for 
us. 

8. He can deliver from Hell ; Heb. 


2. 14. By Death, deſtroycd him that 
had the Howe: of Death, Col. 2..1 2, 
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.” Conlider,heis as Willing, as Able 
to ſave. Few queſtionthe Power, moſt 
dovbt of the Will 'of Chriſt. Thus ali 
the irons batteries, arc layed again? 
Free Grace, O the Unbclief of Atans 
Heart ! that though God hath fent hi; 
only begotten fon into the World for 
this end, Though Jeſus Chrilt hath ſhed 
his Heart's Blood to recover loft {uncrs, 
Though he hathpabliſhedand declared 
Salvation in the, Goſpel, yet men be- 
lievenot that he 1s Will cis full of 
Bowcels, a Mercitull Jn Pick, he 
comes. to ſcek and ſave; He begs, and 
perſwades {mners,'\.to accept of his 
Grace, he expoſtulates the Caſe, why 
will you dye ? and-waits long,. behold 
i ſtand at the Door.and Knock ; ycaall 
the day long havel (tretched Geak my 
hand, to a fookth and gainſaying; Pco- 
pic. 

5x condly. Stffer the $ piritof Ch iſt 
to do its work upon thee, intits:awn 
tyme,, and in _Ks.0Wn . way,, *Witho:it 
fciving , | reliting, \(1fling anoticns, 
or rejcaing us Convidiions; 1 his work 
15 2Ot ordinarilyproduced witiout ſome 
pain. In the Natural birth there-be gric- 
V9us pangs, and throws > In the new 

Birth, 
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Birth (the Work being greater) the 
pangs thereof are uſually more irkſome. 
If the Spirit of Chriſt will cut and lance, 
to let out ſome ſtrong Corruption, 
turn not away for fear cf a little ſinart, 
Conviciuons are ſometimes [cvere dit- 
pcnſations, but always fate, and nc- 
ceſlary, and its of verv dangerous 
con({cquence, and adding lin to fin, to 
ilightthem, 

Let not thy Heart b2 a ſtrong hold 
for Sin. It is the higheſt Rebellion of 
aily not to deliver 1p all upon the Spi- 
rit's Summons; If ir cone and fay Jen 
24. 7. Lift up your Heads © 
Gates, and be ye lift up you Everlaſt 
ing Doors, that the King of Glory may 
come inz Woe, woe, to «that Soul, 
that refuſes to give up the Keys, and 
ſurrender all into his Hands. 

[: the ' Spirit will lead thee thro: oh 
Afiliciion and T rouble, if he will carry 
tace by the very Gates of He Il,be con- 
tent to follow his conduct, he Will [horg- 
ly bring thee fate ro Heaven, 

Let the work of the <pirit be 


4 oughout upon the whole Man, Soul 


and Body, titlthou be regenarat- and 
renewed. Divines appropiate Rey tr. 
ration 


A. 
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ration to the Soul, and Renovation to 
the outer man. 

Let no timeg be loſt, many years are 
paſt, years of Patience and Grace ; Who 
can tell how ſoon he may be hurried in- 
to a never ending Eternity. Open now 
while Chriſt knocks,le(t he never knock 
more:come while Chriſtcails,leſt he call 
no more ; Delayesare not more dange- 
rous in any caſe then in this. The matter 
is paſt diſpute, and if you ſtay in this 
old unregenerate ſtate,vou arc undone; 
Look out after a Change, - get a new 
Heart, begin a new Life, and all will 
be well. Let neither an unwillingneſs 
to part with Sin, nor a fearfulneſs to 
cloſe with Chriſt detain thee any lon- 

er in this ſad and woefil Caſe. Re- 
ve to part with thy old Luſts, that 
thou mayeſt comfortably ſay, Old 
things are paſt away, all things are 
become new . (2 Cor. 5. 17.) For if any 
man be in Chriſt, he is a New Crea- 
ture, and if thou wilt but look on the 
other ſide of this dented picture, thou 
wilt ſee as much Beauty, Dignity, and 
glorious Excellency, to raviſh and de- 
light thy Sol, in the Face of a Repene- 
ratc Perſon ; as thou haſt ſeen defor 
mity 
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mity, Filthineſs, Sin- and Miſery in 
the Face of an Unregenerate Perſon, to 


fill thee with fear, horrour and amazc- 
mentTr. 


re, 


Charadtcrs of a [Regererate Man. 
A Regenerate Perſon, +is the only 
Excellent, and choice Perſon in 
all the World. He is one that is eſcap*'d 
out of the greateſt Miſery, and fo the 
more happy : He can look back upon 
the Regions of Darknefs, the Poverty, 
the Priſon,the Pains,the Plagnes, under 
which he was; and enhance theLight, 
the Plenty, the Liberty, the Peace 
and Glory, of his preſent ſtate, tothe 
higher pitch ofRejoycing and Triumph. 

He hath paſs*d through the greateſt 
Change that ever he is like to ſce ; He 
was dead, but is alive ; He was Dark- 
neſs, but now he is Light 3 He was 
loſt and undone, but he is found and 
recovered. 

The battercd Veſſel is now caſt into 
a new Mould. The Rich Meddal 
which was utterly defac'd, receives a 
more excellent Stamp, (Eph. 4. 24.) 


( Ro, 
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(Re. 6. 17.) you have obeyedthat form 
of Doftrine , *:5 i mate 2174 , into 
which you were ca't The wonder of 
this Change 15 ſo preat.that the learned 

Rabbicanr no mn: & underſtand it with- 
out a ſupernatural Liohr, then that 
Learned DoGor Areas who was 
lo puzzld at it, (Joh. 3 4.) that hc 
tavs, How can a man be born again 
when he is Old ? Canhe enter the ſe- 
cond tune into his Nothers Womb and 
be born ? 

i, Wetkind it called a Reſurrection 
from the Deads And this is the Firſt Re- 
ſurreion, cppoſcd to the Second 
Death. The vertue of a crucify'd Je- 
ſus, and the Power of a Riſen / ;hriſt 
hath paſt upon his Soul, ( Phu. 3. 10.) 
And having taſtcd of the Powers of the 
World to come, 7 he Life that hc 
hives 15 by the aith of the 50n of God. 
(C at » 2094 21 .) 

This Change 15 called The New 

2. The Neay[4 ws, the Renovation 
or Regeneration, (T:t. 3.5.) of thc 
whole man, ( 1 Pet. 1. 23.) Being born 
again, not of corruptible Seed, but in- 
corruptible, by the Word of God, 
which liveth aud abideth for ever ; 
from 
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from that Vloly Secd he had his New 
Life, his Shape, his Fri ts, and ſhall 
have the Glory. 

3. It is called a New Creation, 
(2 Cor. 5. 17,) notonly a New HI. 
uns Io Kaurn z1im5, 2 new thin 
contrary are the Principles of Fl: r ds 

Epirit. It is all New. 

1. Not as if man were uniman'd, or 
his Efſence deſtroyed, or his natural 
affections removed, or the conſtitution 
of his Pody altered, by that work of 
the Spirit. 

Yet it may be ſail to Do a newCreat:o 

1. In refpett of the [univerſality of 
tis Change, both inſide and outiide, 
His Countrnance may perhaps be the 
ſine, but his Conſcience and Conver- 
ſ1tion quite akcered , as that vain 
young man thit made fo apy a jOur- 
any that beins govrtcd at his return 
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cellency of this Change. QId things are 
paſſed away : There is anew He: avens 
and a new Earth,a new Kingdom,a new 
Lord, new Laws, a new Covenant,and 
new obedience , The e/Er4 of his hap- 

ineſs he counts not from his Natural, 
be hisNew Birth. hen was his Name 
written among the Juit as to his appre- 
henſon, then he began to enter upon 
his Eternal Glory, tie reckons that 
he hath no longer lived, then ſince he 
began to live a New Life. 

2. He is one of atruly noble Birth : 
He that is new born, 1s of a Divine and 
Heavenly Extraction, (Fam. 1. 18.) 
Of his own Will begat he us by the 
Vw ord of Truth. WW er in Ut 09, Pa- 
reiite, Ig is all Royal and Divine Blood 
that runs in his Veins. 

1. The Father of this New born 
Perſon is God, the Father of Chriſt, 
and ſo our Father. 

2. The Mother 1s the Jeruſalem 
that is above, ( Gal. 4. 26.) lhe 
Church of Chrift,. his Spouſe, which 
is ſaid to be above in reſpedt of its bet- 
tcr part, and that par te wilch 15 yet on 
Earth, (1.) Hath its Oripinal ard 
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dency thither ; this on Farth being im- 
p:rfe@, Militant and Growing. 
3, The holy ſeed out of which he 
is formed is the Word. 1 Peer. 1.23. 
4. The Svvams 49m, or forma- 
tive Power 1s the Spiric of Chriit., 
Fob .3. 5- Except a man be born of the 
Spirit, he can'tenter into the Kingdom 
of God. 
5- The Inſtruments attending this 
ſooo Birth are the Miniſters »f the 
zoſpel, who for tacir Care and [n- 
duſtry are ſometimes ſtyled Begetting 
Fathers, Pregnant and Parturicnt Mo* 
thers, (Gal. 4.19.) The vigilant and 
tender Nurſes. | 
The Racking Pains, bitter Throws, 
ſharp Pangs of Spiritual remorſe, and 
ſaving (yet iharp) Convictions, which 
uſually attend the Birth, portends ſome 
rare Produttion, (Epi. 4. 24.) The 
New man, which after God is Crca- 
ted in Righteouſneſs and trne Holzneſs. 


3. Heis one that hath the moſt Ho- 


nourable Titles and Dignities p::t up- 
on him : Of him, and 1:ch as he; it 
may be ſaid, as Zeba and Z 2mm, 
Tuds. 8. 18: of Gedeors rthren, that 


each one reſemblcd a N:ngs Son, no 


airy 
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airy Titles, nor Titular Dignitics flÞ 
UP their Pa atcent, brit Fph. 2 « > He 
hath raifed us np together, and made 
5 it rogether in Heavenly places in 
( rift Jeſus. In the pooreſt Garb in 
the World, they be Princes of ano- 
ther VVor 1d; Princes in diſguiſe. 
rIR.2.9, Kings and Priefts, Juciges 
of the world, 1 Cer. 6. 2. C onquerors 
of Death and Hell, 1 Joh. 5. 4. This 
is the Vittory that overcometh the 
world, even our Faith. 1 Cr, 15. 55» 
56» 5 ; 

+ *_ the Lord doth in the way of 
common Providence, ſl. 113.7, 5. 
He raiſeth np the poor out of the Duſt, 
and lifteth the needy ont of the Dung- 
hil, that he may ſet him with Princes, 
even with the Princes ot his People. 
But im the way of his ſpecial Grace, he 
brino- a gre ater Exaltation, hs (11 -5to 
got chat DOOT finners as in 1." 62. 

* Fhon hair alfo | 4 1 Crown of Glo: 

in the hand of the Lord, anda Roy- 
gant ac ac: N in tho 2 at. iT add} A (10 Ye and 
ſuch Honovr have al his Saints: 
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All is yours, and inthe 1 Pet. 1 3, 4+ 
V V ho hath begotten us again to a live- 
ly Hope by the Reſurrection of Chriſt 
from the Dead, to an inheritance in- 
corruptible and undehiled, and that fa- 
deth not away. Rom. S, 17. If Chil- 
dren, then Heirs, Heirs of God, and 
Joynt-Heirs with Chriſt, cc. Who 
can tell what is the vaſt Eſtate that an 
infinite God will give the Sons of the 
Covenant, 1 Cor. 2.9. Eye hath not 
ſeen, nor ear he:rd, neither have en- 
tred into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath preparcd for them 
that love him. 1 Toh. 3.2. Now we arc 
the Sons of God, yet it doth not ap- 
pear what we ſhall be. Zames 2.5. God 
hath choſen the poor of this V Vorld, 
Rich in Faith, Heirs of the Kingdom. 
O the Riches of Faith! All thatis in 
this VVorld, all that is in Heaven, 
all that isin the Covenant of Grace, all 
that 1s in Chriſt, all that is in God, 
Onuantws, quantts eſt, 1s annext to Faith, 
VVell might the Apoſtle ſay ofit, that 
it is Precious Faith,more Prectous then 
Gold, when every true Believer ſhall 
according to his Capacity,Eph.3.19. be 
filed with all the filncſs of God her® 
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and inherit fulneſs for ever hereafter. 

5. He is one of the moſt comely 
and beſt proportioned parts,of any Pcr- 
ſonin the World. Holineſs makes the 
Face to ſhine; as Moſes when he had 
been upon the Mount with God or as 
Stephen, whoſe Face, AF. 6. 16. was as 
the Face of an Angel ; only his beauty 
is an inviſible beauty : The black and 
vgly Image of Satan that was upon his 
Soul is raz'd out, and there is the 
lively Portraiture of him, who is the 
expreſs Image of his Fathers Glory 
Heb. 1. 3. The Lord faith, Ezek 16. 
from ver. 8,tothe 15. Thy Beauty. 
was perfe& through my Comlineſs that 
I put upon thee. V Vhen the Body is clo- 
thed with Rags, and covered with 
infirmities, there is a ſurpaſſing beauty 
in this Saint. Pſ. 45. 13. The Kings 
Davghter is all Glorious within. All 
the Diamonds, Rubies, Pearls and 
precious Stones ; all the rich Imbroid- 
cry, Painting and Plaiting, arc nothing 
to the Adornings and Curioſities of the 


inner man. V Vhen the Church was very 
black with Perſecution, She was cx- 


cceding comely in the Eyes of Chrift. 


Pant, 1.5 
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6. Hcisone that hath the moſt ſtate- 
ly Attendance. Princes have their 
Guards of men, but this New born 
Saint hath his Guard of Angels, Heb. 
1. 14. The great God himſelf is art 
the Head of Thouſands of Angels, 
Pſ. 68.' 17. The Charets of God are 
1wecnty Thouſand, even Thoufands 
of Angels, and the Lord God isin the 
midſt ofthem; All Creatures, Men 
and Devils arc made to ſerve, if not 
willingly, yctagainſt their Will, to this 
New borne One. 

7. He is One of the beſt ſociety, 
God, Saints and Angels, Eph. 2. 19, 
of the Family of God, near ally'd to 
Chriſt, AHeb.2. 12, 13. The Chil- 
dren, the Brethren of Chriſt, in Fel- 
lowſhip with God, 1 Joh. 1. 3. And 
truly our Fellowſhip is with the Fa- 
ther, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 
He forſakes the Company of the wick- 
cd with a kind of holy, humble diſdain 
and ſcorn; if a Depart from me you 
wicked,will not make them withdraw, 
Heb. 12. 22. We are come to the 
New Feruſalem, and unto the City of 
the Living God. 

*8, He is one of the Higheſt Wiſ- 

2 a ome 
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dom and moſt happy choice, he is no 
looner new born, but chooſes God for 
his Portion, is eſpouſed to Chrilt, and 
commits himſelf to the condutt of the 
Spirit. He hath choſen Mares better 
part, not his part on this ſide Jordan. 
And this is his Happineſs, he hach cho- 
ſen God, and God him. God is his 
Delight and he is Gods Berj ammin, his 
Fedidiah in whom he takes pleaſure , 
TheNew born Saints arc his a4&r mew: 
a& Tit. 2.14. His peculiar pcople, his 
Jewels, &c. 

9. He is One of the higheſt imploy- 
ments, the Servants of the moſt high 
God. He abhors the filthy ſervice of "A 
the baſe dradgery of the World, he is 
ad majora natus,born for greater things. 
*Tis true, for neceſſity, like the high 
flying Eagle, he ſometimes pitches a 
while on the Earth, but he remem- 
bers with Paul, I am crucifyed to the 
\Vorld, and Phz. 3. 20. His Trade and 
Treaſure is in Heaven, and his work 
muſt be Heaven work ; Rev. 5.9. 10. 
Secing God hath made him a. King and 
a Prieſt to himſelf, to offer Spiritual Sa- 
crifices, He liveth upon Earth , but 
eraws his Copy from Heaven , 

i. fob. 
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1. 70h. 4. 17, As heis ſo are weinthe 
World. 

10. And Laſtly, he is One, whoſe 
End is certainly blefled ; 1 Cor. 15. 50. 
Fleth and Blood cannot indeed inherit 
the Kingdom of God, but he that is 
born not of Blood, nor of the Will of 
Fleſh, nor of the will of Man, but of 
God, Joh. 1.13. 1s purpoſely adapted 
for that Glory; his Name is enrol'd in 
the Book of Life, his place is aſſign'd 
him inthe Regions above, Joh. 14. 1,2. 
When he goes off this Stage, he doth 
but change his Place, not his Company s 
he doth not looſe his Friends, but goes 
to his Fathers Houſe, where we leave 
him ſinging everlaſting Hallelujah's to 
him that ſits upon the Throne. 


Connſell to a Regenerate /Man. 


'® Regenerate and new born 
Ones,live up to your New Eirth. 
1 Pet. 2. @, You are a Choſen Gene- 
ration, a Royal Prieſthood, an Holy 
Nation, a peculiar people, that you 
ſhould ſhew forth the praiſes of him, 
who hath called you out of Darkneſs in- 
to his Marvellous Light. 

E 3 1, Re- 


$4 Connſels to 4 


1, Remember what you were, they 
that conſider not what they were, arc 
never like to be what they ſhould be, 
He that will make the faireſt leap, by 
going two or three ſteps back, gains a 
mighty advantage ; So he that will 
make the beſt improvement of Grace, 
by a ſcrious refle&ion upon the miſery 
of his by-paſt condition, may be quick- 
ned to a wonderful activity in the way 
and work of Holineſs. 

Such a Frequent Recognition of for- 
mer Miſery, hath a manifeſt tendency to 
many ſpiritual, and high advantages. 

1. /thelps to raiſe our Faith to an 
higher pitch of holy humble confidence, 
a5 the Apoſtle raiſes himſelf; Rom. 5. 8, 
9, 10. If while we were Sinners, 
Chriltdyed for us, much more being 
juſtifhed by his blood, we ſhall be ſa- 
ved from wrath through him; For if 
when we were enemics, We were re- 
conciled to God by the death of his Son, 
mach more being reconciled, we ſhall 
be ſaved by his Life, and ſo in 1/7. 
$1. 1,243. Hearken to me you that fol- 
low after Righteouſneſs, ye thas ſeck 
the Lord, Look unto the Rock whence 
YOU arc hewen, and to the hole of the 
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Pit whence youare digged,&c. For the 
Lord ſhall comfort Zion, he will com- 
fort all her waſt places, and he will 
make her V Vilderneſs like Eden, and 
her deſert like the Garden of the Lord. 
This is Faiths exultat won from1/raels 
former low Eſtate. 

2. It quickens the Sou] to more 
lively T hanks, abundant thanks, draw- 
en forth tothe Life. Our Thanks for 
Mercy doth uſually bear proportion to 
our ſenſe of Miſery, in which we ei- 
ther wereor might have been. There- 
fore the Church in their high praiſes 
remembred their low Eſtate, Pſal. 136, 
23, VVho remembered us in our low 
Eſtate ; The Church raiſed, remembers 
her ruins, and upon her repairs writes 
this remark,For his Mercy cndureth for 
ever. 

3. It pits the Soul into a more hum- 
ble frame of Spirit, That while the 
ſight of our glorious enjoyments and 
more excellent hopes might puff us up, 
the thoughts of our former poverty 
and lownels, may abate and allay thoſe 
Tumours, which might make us exalt 
our ſelves above meaſure, with a,V Vho 
made thee to differ ? 1 Cor, 4, 7. V Vhat 
£4 haſt 
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haſtthou that thou haſt not received, 
why art thou puff*d up ? 

Thus the Church Lam. 3. 19, 20. 
kept her ſelf humble, Remembring 
mine afMflition, and my miſcry ; the 
Wormwood and the Gall,My Soul hath 
them ſtill in remembrance and is hum- 
bled in me. 

4; Itleadstoa more exact and cir- 
cumſpett w alking. The burnt Child 
dreadsthe Fire. When we look on our 
ſelves as Brands pluckt out of the Fire. 
Zech. 3.2. They are not only ſenſt- 
ble of how great a danger they have cſ- 
cap 'd, but conſider how apt they be to 
take Fire again ; So the Apoſtle directs 
them,. 1 Cor. 6. 11. Such were ſome 
of you. T he Garment that is once waſht 
quickly ſullies again. 

Secondly, Admire the Grace that 
made the Change. It is the wonder of 
Saints, the Joy of Angells, Luke 15. 
7. One Sinner that repenteth, Let your 
Hearts be filled with Wonder and A- 
ſtoniſhment. He that wrought this 
Change, hath ſaid, 2 The. 1, 10.He will 
be glorified in his Saints, andadmired 
in all them that believe. Thus the glo- 
rious beams of Divine Grace that ſhi- 
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ned upon them, refleft back again up- 
on him, and raiſe Admirings in all Be- 
holders. 

Admiring work is the proper work 
of Saints ; Andits pitty we are no more 
imploycd in that Heavenly Exercile. 
That which is the continual Pleaſure and 
delight of Saints and Angels in Heltven, 
ſhall be our Eternal Glory, when we 
come thither. 

What Divine Raviſhings, what Se- 
raphick joyes, would poſſeſs our fouls, 
if we ſcriouſly conſider. 

1. What an infinite Condeſcenſion 
was this in the great God, to regard a- 
ny of us,in that woefull State. The A- 
poſtle, Rom. 11. 33. ſtanding upon the 
brink of that Infinite Occan of Mercy, 
and as one aſtoniſhed cryes out, O the 
depth of the riches, both of the V Viſ- 
dom and Knowledge of God &c. and 
prays, Epi-3 16, 17, That we may be 
able to comprehend with all Sainrs, 
what is the breadth, and lenpth , and 
depth, and height ; and to know the 
love of God, which paſſeth all un- 
derſtanding. 

2, What ſpecial free Grace it was 
that wrought the change, 

3. VVhat 
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3.V Vhat Everlaſting Mercy is ſhewn 

you when Enmity and Impotency ſtood 
in the way of Mercy. 
+ Thirdly, Forſake all your old ways. 
Let it be as irkſome now to ſerve aLuſt, 
as ever it was to ſcrve Chriſt. This is 
the mark of a new born Soul, 1 fob. 3. 
9. He that is born of God, ſinncth not, 
doth not do the work of Sin. "The A- 
poſtle accounts it a moſt prodigious 
thing, for Saints to live in any known 
Sin, Rom. 6. 1. and 6. How ſhall we 
that are dead to Sin, live any longer 
therein ? knowing this, that our old 
man is crucified with Chriſt. Say to your 
ſclves, hath the Lord been at ſuch a vaſt 
expence of Grace for me ? Hath he 
waſhed my Soul in the Chriſtall treams 
of the Covenant ? and wilt thou pollute 
thy ſelfagain in the Dirty Puddles of In- 
iquity ? Art thou made partaker of the 
dear-bought Priviledges of Grace, 
raiſed to ſuch incomparable dignities, 
and wilt thou undervaluc thy lelf and 
forfeit all theſe for a Luſt, 

The greatneſs of Mercy, as it doth 
oblige to duty, ſoit aggravates Iniqui- 
ty. No Sins like the Offences of Sons, 
no provocations like theirs, Dex. 32. 
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19. Whenthe Lord ſaw the Sins of his 
own People, it is faid,he abhorred them, 
becauſe of the provoking of his Sons 
and Davghters. And Jer. 32. 30, The 
Lord rebukes Iſrael and Zudah, becauſe 
they only had done evil. Moyo mrrevre; 
£uagmay as if, they had lik'd nothing 
elſe but ſin, or none elſe had (in'd like 
them ; Their fins make God to be ab- 
horred, the Goſpel to be deſpiſed. O- 
thers cannot do ſo much miſchicf as you, 
your Peccadillo's, arc morc intollera- 
ble, then the crying abominations and 
groſs debauchcrics of tne men of the 
V Vorld. 

Fourthly, You new born Ones, live 
above this World. What are theſe ſplen- 
did nothings, theſe Earthly Things to 
affe& Heaven-born Minds ? Aquila non 
capit muſcas, 1 he Spiritual Mind ſcorns 
V Vorldly things. 2 Cr.4. i, V Velook 
not at theA'hings which are ſcen, but 
a#the things which are not ſeen. Let 
your Life be the ſublime and excel> 
lent Lite of Faith. 

Firſt, Live above the Smiles of the 
World. V Vhat are theſe glittering At- 
toms, theſe withered Goards, and 
magnified Shadows ? that they nt 

4V 
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have ſuch a Mighty Influence _ your 
enlightned Minds ; All which a man 
may wink and think into blackneſs and 
a loathing in a Moment, and ſhall loſe 
them, while he 1s yet looking upon 
them. 

Secondly. Live above the Frowns 
of the World. Your Happineſs doth 
not conſiſt in the Favour of Men, nc1- 
ther can the Frowns of Men make you 
miſerable. Your Life is hid with Chriſt 
in God. 

Fifthly,V Valk according to the Rule 
of the New Creature. Gal. 5. 25. 
If you live 1n the Spirit,walk in the Spi- 
rit. The Goſpel and Spirit by which we 
were begotten, muſt be the only Rule 
and Guide of our Lives. 

1. Suſpect ever, that you are not in 
the right way, when you are in the 
Common Road of the VVorld, or in 
the Crooked Wayecs that pleaſe your 
Corrupt Nature, or among your 4d 
Companions, or when your wayes are 
not agreable to the right, and ſtraight 
Rule of the Word. 

2. Be confident that is the good 
way, theright Paths, in which you ſce 
Jeſus Chriſt going before you, the 

F 00t- 
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Foot-ſteps of the Flock, and the Pre- 
cepts ofthe Word Your way-marks, 
the Honour of Chriſt, and Eternal Life, 
and Glory, inadirett Line before you, 
Let none turn you aſide out of this 
way. 

Sixthly, Caſt all your Care upon 
God your Father, Be carctull for no- 
thing, but to caſt your Care upon him, 
Commit all your Concernments both 
of Soul and Body, of your Perſons and 
Family, of Time and Fternity to Him, 
who hath all his Saints before him, and 
knoweth them by Name, //a 65. 13, 
Behold my Servants (faith God) ſhall 
cat, and you ſhall be hungry 3 My Ser- 
vants thall drink, and you thall be thir- 
lty, Cc. . 

The Holy Secd of Faith and Heirs 
of the Covenant, can never want, who 
have Omnipotency engag'd for ther 
help and ſupport, and Alſafficiency for 
their ſupply ; as it was once ſaid, for 
the Encouragement of Abraham, Walk 
before me, be thou perfeat, lam E!- 
ſhaddar, the All-fuMicient God. 

None have ſo gond a Father as you, 
whoſe Heart and Hand, whoſe Will 
and Poryer, are. equally preſt todo 

You 
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you good, Jt is a ſign, they have no 
Intereſt in him as a Father, who take 
all the Care upon themſelves, ar. 2 3. 
6. All theſe things the Gexriles ſeek 
after, your Heavenly Father knoweth 
that you have necd of theſe things. 

Seventhly, If you be New begotten 
Ones, love the Womb that bare you, 
and the Paps that gave you ſuck, as 
New-born Babes delire 1 Pet, 2. 2. 
the ſincere Milk of the Word, that you 
may grow thercby to Salvation, Love 
the firſt-born, (Jeſus Chriſt) with an 
entire Love. 

[ct your Lives adorn the Goſpel. 
Wiſlom is juſtified of all her Children. 
As they aze ill humour'd,or miſbegot- 
ten Children, that reproach their Mo- 
tacr ; So they arc Baſtards and not ſons, 
who diſhonour the Goſpel. Ungrate- 
full Children, are they, and without 
Natural Aﬀettion, "Amzgye 2 Tim. 3.3. 
who want theſe Three Properties. 

1» Truc Love to their Parents, So 
they be ungratcfull Chriſtians, that 
love not the Goſpel. 

2, Aduc Honour to their Parents. 
So they, who have not a great reſpect 
for the \Vord. 

3. AFi- 


Repgenerate Man. 63 
3. AFilial Obedience to their Pa- 


rents commands. Demt. 21. 13, 19, 20. 
Sinch a Rebcllious Son 1s ordered, to 
be Stoned to Death ; ſo they that a” 
not the Goſpel, Heb. 2. 3. how ſhall 
they eſcape ? There's Vengeance pre- 
par*d for them 2 The. 1. 8. that 0- 
bey not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

Eightly, Love the Brethren, it is 
the command of Chriſt 1 Pet. 1. 22. 
23. Love one another with a pure 
Heart,fervently, being born again. Re- 
member, 

1. You lay all in one Womb. 

2. You have all One Father. 

3. Youareled by one Spirit. 

4. Youare Heirs of the ſaine Glo- 
ry. 

: 1. Conſider, Therelycs a main Re- 
ſemblance of Saints to Chriſt, in that 
Oneneſs of Spirit, Love, and Meck- 
neſs. Therefore he ſays learn of ime, 
and oh. 15.17. Theſe things I com- 
mand vou, that you love one anorner. 

2, This isthe moſt Excellent Bea'ity 
and Ornament of Saints ; The Symme- 
try of the Parts commend the Pody, 

| (or, 12, 12. For as the Body 1s one, 
and 
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and hath many Members, and all the 
Members of that one Pody being many, 
are ane Body ſo alſo is Chriſt. [twas a 
comely thing in Davids timesto ſee Bre- 
thren to dwell together in Vnity, and it 
was wont to be ſaid to the Honour of 
their Perſons and Profeliion, Aſpice ut ſe 
= 110 di [igut Chriſtiam, Behold how 
the C hriſtians love one another. 

By this we may know our Son- 
ſhip, 1 7ob. 4. 7. Every one that loves, 
15 born of God. And by this we know 

our Pight to the Inheritance of Sons : 
1 7ob 3.14. We know that we have 
paſts d from Death unto Life, becauſe 
we love the Brethren. O! how much 
is the work of God among us neglected 
and obſtructed, for want ” of this Bro- 
therly Love. 

Ninthly, Pitty and help thoſe poor 
Creatures that are yet Strangers to the 
New birth, Eſpecially let your Bowels 
be imnoved towards your dead Chil- 
dren, who are ſpiritually dead, Neigh- 
bours, Allies, and thoſc in whom you 
have any Intereſt. True Grace hath aPro- 
lifick vertue, it delires to produce its 
like; 2 Co-. 3.13, We all with open 
Facc bunolding as in a Glats tae — 
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of the Lord, are changed into the 
ſame Image from Glory to Glory ; 
Upon which one obſerves, as Silver 
ſet bcfore the. Sun, becomes thereby 
radiant and ſhining ; ſo they that arc 
transformed or renewed , become 
ſhining, and caſt a light before others, 

Let us pray for the increaſe of the 
Family of God, that the Goſpe] may 
run and be glorifyed, that it may never 
have dry Brealts, nor a muſcarrying 
V Vomb. 

1. Conſider, The Glory of Divine 
Grace is magnifyed in the multitude of 
her Converts, When Souls ſhall flock 
in to Jeſus Chriſt, as Doves to their 
\WVindows, When that promiſe is ful- 
filled, I. 110. 3. From the V Vomb 
of the Morning, thou haſt the Dew of 
thy youth increaſing ſuddenly and abun- 
dantly. . 

2. The comfort and Glory of every 
converted Soul, is increas*'d with the 
increaſe of Converts. They that bring 
many Sons to Glory, ſhall ſhine more 
elorio'1s then the Stars, Dax. 12. 3, 
There's Joy amongſt Angels,and Saints 
in Heaven and Earth, he new born 
onCcs Cannot receive their fall Inheri- 

Y tance 
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tance, untill all the Ele& of God be 
called. 

Tenthly, and Laſtly,Bleſs !oh Bleſs ! 
and praiſe the Lord continually. The 
more Grace he hath ſhewn you the 
more Glory he expedts from you. The 
more Honour, the higher Titles he 
hath beſtowed on you, the more ho- 
mage of praiſe he jultly deſerves. Where 
Men have larger and fairer Houſes, 
there the more Rent muſt be paid. 
'The Sons of God, will be ſpeaking good 
of his Name, New born Souls are nc- 
ver ftil!-born, Prayer and Praiſes arc 
Signs of the New-birth, As 9. 11. 
When Paul was converted, he 1s thus 
deſcribed ; Behold, he Þrayecth. O ! 
With what high praiſes, did Holy Da- 
vid celebrate theHonour of Free-Grace; 
Pſal. 103. Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, 
and all that is within me, bleſs his Ho- 
ly Name, &c. When God pives a 
new Heart, He puts a New Song itt- 
to tne Mouth, Aprc.5. 9, 13. Glory, 
Honour, and Praiſe to our God, and 


to the Lamb for ever. 
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C haraters of Reſolved Chriſtian, 


Reſolved Chriſtian is one, who 

hath adviſcdly bid adicuto all for 
Chriſt ; he hath written and ſealed a 
Bill of Divorce, never to entertain Sin 
any more, he hath turn'd this Tamar 
out, 2 San. 13: 13. And ſhut the door, 
and bolted it upon Her. 

Sin and the World, his greateſt dar- 
lings, are thrown out of his Boſome, 
with a V Vhat havel to do any more 
with Idols? He ſtood a while ſtagger- 
ing, With a kind of Pendulous Motion, 
that HJc might the more f1xedly reſolve 
at laſt, 7acta eſt alea, Hc comes to 2 
reſult, and having ſhot the Gulfe, Fe 
declares himſelf a profeſt Enemy to e- 
very thing that is an Encimy to the 
Profeſſion of Chriſt : And as the Prince 
of Orange ſaid to his Souldicrs at the 
Battel of Newport,( the Sea being on the 
one {jde,, and the Spaniards on the 0- 
ther,) If you will live, you mult either 
cat up the Spaniards, or drink up the 
Sea: ſo he replyes in his own Caſe; 
and ſayes to his Soul, herc is tne world 
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and Sin, my ſpiritual deadly Enemies 
on one hand, and a Sea of ſcaldin 
Lead, an Ocean of Fire and Brimſtone, 
on the other; 1 muſt either Conquer 
my Luſts, kill mine Enemies, or drink 
of this Occan for ever, and this can- 
not do, and ſo girds on his Spiritual 
Harneſs. 

Secondly, He is one, who havin 
deliberately conſidered, the matchlefs 
worth of Jeſus Chriſt, ſays of him, as 
Ruth to Nahoni, Ruth. 1.15,16.V Vhi- 
ther thou goeſt, 1 will go, and where 
thou lodgelſt, I will lodge, thy People 
fhall be my People, and thy God ſhall 
be my God. And having cſpouſ'*d his 
Intereſt as moſt neceflary and deareſt, 
(not forgetting Peter's ſlip, or truſting 
to his own ſtrength) He leans with his 
hand upon Chriſt and ſays, though all 
forſake thee yet will not 1; And now 
he 15not calily blown aftie with every 
blaſt, nor juſtled out of the way with 
every Shoulder ; but ſtands as a Cedar 
of Lebanon, (of which they ſay) that 
it hath as much Root as Branch, the 
Root of the matter 1s in him, Fob. 19. 
7. He doth not make a preater ſhew 
without, then there is of rcal worth 

Vitnin, 
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within, His Profeſſion doth not exceed 
his Principles, his Ballaſt is proportio- 
nable to his bulk, and ſails, and ſo He 
moves, and keeps a ſteady Motion, 

Thirdly, He is one whoſe Spirits 
are ſteel'd in the Fire of Divine Love. 
though all things be againſt him and 
though he walkslike the Artipodes to 
all the World, yet he bends for no 
Force, and his courage is blunted by 
no Oppoſition , he cannot yield to any 
repulfe, AF. 20. 24. like that Gallant, 
and truly noble mind of that Champion 
for the Truth, Paul who when Bondsand 
atfictions did every where abide him, 
declares, that none of theſe things did 
move him ; neither did he account his 
Life dear to him, ſo that he might fi- 
niſh his courſe with Joy, and the Mi- 
niſtry which he had received of the 
Lord Jeſus. 

There be three things which he hath 
always in his Eye. 

1. The preſent perſecuting Fowers 
of the World, and eſtecems them as a 
poor little thing, to affect ſuch an Hea- 
ven-born Mind as his. All the Frowns 
and threats of men be but as ſo many 


{car-crows ; he ſeems to have the brave 
F 3 Soul, 
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Soul of that great Man Nehemiah, 
Nehemiah 6. 11. Shall fuch a Man as 1 
am flec ? A Motto, well becoming our 
true Proteſtant Profeſſors and Senators, 
eſpecially in ſuch a day as this is. He Sel. 
dom turns his back upon his Enemies, 
vet will rather turn his Back, then his 
Conſcience. 

In a day of Perſecution he will give 
his Liberty, Eſtate, yea his Body, as 
a ſpell for his Religion, rather then 
that ſhould ſuffer, or be betrayed. Ar- 
drew the Apoſtle being threatned by 
Egeos, Governour of Paris, that if he 

continued preaching the Goſpel, he 
wonld crucify him, gave him this He- 
rbick and notable anſwer, if I had fea- 
red the Croſs I would not have preacht 
C wn crucified. 

. He bcholds the Glory of another 
VVorld; which he accounts worth en- 
pying, though through a thouſand 
Deaths ; Heis of A»9#ſtins Mind, here 
(Lord) Rtone, whip, cut, burn, C*c. 
Heaven will make amends for all, he 
ſtartles at the approach of no Evil ; 
havi hp. an Eyc to the greateſt Good. 

| his dangers, he 1s like Ariſtip- 
pus the Philofophor (but from much 

higher 
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higher principles) who in a dreadfull 
ſtorm, was not afraid, and when the 
Saylers wondered at his Courage, and 
knew their own Fears, told them, there 
was much difference between him and 
them, for they feared the Torments 
which were the Reward of a wicked 
Lite ; and he hoped for, and expetted 
the Reward that follows a good Life 
thus he buoyed up his Spirit, whentheirs 
ſunk. He knows he is in the way to 
Heaven, when he is going through a 
Gaol, or to a Gibbet, or through the 
Fire. As Diogones once Ironically ſaid 
toa lewd Fellow, that was ſentenced 
to a Baniſhment, and found him much 
complaining, that he muſt leave his 
Native Countrey , and dye in aFor- 
raign Land, Be of good cheer Man (ſays 
he) The way to Hell is the ſame, whis 
ther ever thou goeſt. So this Reſolv'd 
Chriſtian comforts himſelf wherever 
he 15, that the way to Heaven is the 
ſame inal] places. 

3. He looks on all the Vanities of 
the World, as ſo many Lures to draw 
his Soul from his Eternal Happineſs 
wherefore he makes a Covenant with 
his Eycs, and keeps his Heart with all 

F 4 Keep- 
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Keeping z that none of the V Vorlds Sua- 
da's or {ſweet Careſfes ſhould entice his 
Soul and become a ſnare to him. He 
knows,that if he yield to a W oeing De- 
vil,that comes ſmiling as a Friend,it will 
but augment his ] yranny, and ucreaſe 
his own V Voc and Miſery. V Vhen the 
Devil pleads Eſtate, Relations, Plea- 
ſures, Cc. {te 1s but like the Panther, 
who with his ſweet Breath 1nvitcs 
Comers, that hemay kill them. 

4. Inthe worſt of times, Hec 15 one 
that keeps his Integrity #The Spirit that 
is in him, 1s not that which 1s of the 
VVorld ; 1 Cor. 2. 12. Andasthe was 
tcr of the Fountain is hot in V Vinter; So 
by ſuch a kind of Antiperiſtaſts, he 1s 
good in bad times; aNnah, a Lot, a 
Feremiah, a Baruch, an Ebecdmelech, one 
of the few Names in Sardrs, Revel. 
3.4. AS Naziantzcn, Writing of the Lite 
of Bazil, tells of the River Alphezzs, 
which runs through the Salt Sea, and 
loſes not her freſhneſs; So he lived 
1m Athens, and was not corrupted with 
the ſuperſtitions and diflolutencls of the 
Times : Even thus our Reſolved Chri- 
ſtian, retains his Zalincſs, pollutes not 


_ himſelf withthe f. perſtiticns and debau- 
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cheries of the molt profligate Age, but 
Itke another Foſhna, Whatever others 
do,l and my Houſe will ſervethe Lord. 

5. He is One, who in Religion's 
Wane, ſtands up as Religion's and the 
Golpeis Champion, and will not be 
perſiwaded from bearing his Teſtimony 
to the Truth; knowing that terrible 
ſayin of Chriſt, Mart: 8. 38. Whoſoe- 
ver ſhall be aſhamed of me and of m 
words in this adulterous and ſinful Ge- 
neration,of him alſo ſhall the Son of Man 
be aſhamed,when he cometh in the Glo» 
ry of his Father with the Holy Angels. 

6. He 1s One that is alwaies Pro- 
oreſhive in his Courſe; He is never (like 
the Planets) found retrograde ; Pro. 
4.18, "The Path of the Juſt 1s as the 
ihining Light, that ſhineth more and 
more unto the perfect day. He knows, 
that all his Cunning, Watching, Fight- 
ing and Working | 15 Ne thing,it he do not 
finih his courſe, 2 Tim. 4+ 8. As Da- 
vid, when hc longed for = % Water of 
Berizlehem 2 Sam. 23.15. Scnt his 
three \Worthiesz and they brought 

um of thoſe Waters, ſo his Soul lon 0 
for the Waters of Life,and by the help 
of his three Worthics, Faith, Hope _ 
Love, 
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Love, He is perſwaded , he ſhall at 
[aſt drink his Fill of the Rivers of Þlca- 
ſorein Heaven. 

7. He 15 one who hath an high and 
holy ambition to be Itke God, and 
knows that true Godlineſs 1s a likeneſs 
to the true God 1 hovugh he cannot be 
immutable as God 15, vet wo-ld he 
follow this wmmutable God without 
wavering. It 1s the Glory of God, 
that his Purpoſes never vary; and he 
thinks it 15 his Honour to be (tedfaſt ; 
and his duty, with a full purpoſe of 
Hcart to cleave to the Lord, and with 
immoveable Reſolutions to follow af- 
ter hun. It 1s not gocd Beginnings, 
but good Endings , that carry the 
Crown. Apor. 2. 16, Be thou faithful 
to the Death, and I will pive thee the 
Crown of ife He that ſtands ſtedfaſt- 
ly bulieving, ſhall ſce the ſalvation of 
God. 

[.ct every one look upon this Reſolv'd 
Chriſtian,and rcſolve to 1mmitate him, 
| Cer. I F- 58 3 The Apoſtle having \po- 
ken largely of he Dodtrine of the Re- 
ſurreQion, and the future plorious ſtate 
of Saints, concludes with this Exhor- 
tation, Be fied, "uſt, wntnoveable, always 


abonndins 
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aboundins in the work of the Lord;, An 
excellent Exhortation for theſe Times, 
in three Words, 

|. Be fſtedfaſt ; Keep your ground, 
hold on, be true to your God, to your 
ſouls, to your Profeſſion. 

I. Be nnmoveable; he ſpeaks twice, 
to ſhew,that there ſhould be great Con- 
ſtancy, and Reſol:tion in Religion,and 
cſpecially in that great Point of the Re- 
ſurrecion, be like a Rock : Tho? the 
winds blow from every Quarter, Be 
Iike Mountains of Braſs. It ſeems to 
be a word ſuited to two ſorts of Pro- 
ſcllors. 

1. Such as are Religious by Fits,their 
uneven temper and ſtrange intermiſh- 
ons, argues ſome Diſcraſrs,unſoundneſs, 
or hidden diſeaſe within. 

2. Such asare apt to {hift Religions, 
and can change that with the Scene of 
Aﬀairs, like the Gnoſtichs of old, now 
Jews, then Chriftians ; not Rocks but 
Reeds, when dangers and loſſes come, 
theſe Mercenaries run from their Co- 
lours. 

III. Alwaies abounding in the work 
of the Lord. Your way, and work muſt 
be gaod, The work of the Lord, 

We 
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VVe muſt be alwaies upon this good 
work of the Lord. And more abun- 
dant in the work of the Lord. 

There be two things cſpecially in- 
tended. 

That Saints, ſuch as are true 
Chriſtians , ſhould grow more and 
more, Tl:-uwtvorres: 

2. That real Chriſtians ſhould be 
excellent Perſons, appearing like Stars 
of the firſt Magnitude in their ſeveral 
Spnercs. 

1. Endeavouring to cxcell others. 
Our Emulation is but a Vapour arifing 
from the VVorld, or Helliſh Pride ; 
while we ſtrive to exccll others in a- 
ny thing, but what is muſt excellent 
aha, and truc Relig: ON. 

. Studying to exceli themſelves, to 
improve their moſt Heavenly Art and 
Skill in performing all their Duties, in 
Praying in a more Heav enly manner in 
hearing more ſpiritually, and in doing 
ail t4ngs more like the Angels in Hea- 
Ven, and more agrecable to the V Vill 

of God. 

1 hat we may be ſuch Chriſti-ns. 

Furſt, Lay the Foundation of 
your Religion vpon the ſure, and firm 

Baſis 
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Baſis of a ſerious Confideration, Pro. 
15. 22. *\ithout Counſcls purpoſes are 
diſappoint 'd When you would reſolv- 
cdly engage for God, debate the miat- 
ter, and deliberately Reaſon with your 
ſ-lves, and take advice from othcrs a- 
mo great Viatter. 

. Conlider whether Jeſus Chriſt be 
oaks that you ſhould deny you 
Self, crucihe your Lufts, and forſake 
all the World for his fake, that you 
may be his, to cleave to him, and to 
have him for your Lord and King, 

Lay Advantages ind Dyſ-dvantanes 
in an equal Ba avec - it 15 the Advi 
of the Apoſtle ef:3." 45+ LNat.W 
jhould be Wh to render aReaſon of 
the Hope that is in us, becauſe 1t 15t9 
be hoped, that he tnat can render a 
Reaſon of his Re þ ek will not caltly 
recede from his Relipio; 

2. Conlider, whether vou ſhail | DC 
ablcto bear the charoe of vour Reltpt- 
on, when it nay colt you Liberty, E- 
ſtate, Life ; and all for your Reliviun 
when it inay expote youto Pri 
OX les to the Staxc, mn ſuch Gangerous 
dayes, when he that depart. 
evil, maketh himſcit a PVrcy , This 


| 
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Counſell is not tobe ſhphted, it is from 
the Mouth of Chriſt himſelf, Lube 14. 
25. &c mn the two Parables of the 
war-like King and the Builder. The 
King who is going to War with ano- 
ther King, fits down firſt and conſult- 
eth, whether he be able to meet him 
with Ten Thouſand that cometh a- 
Sainſt him with Twenty Thouſand ; 
And the Builder who wifely firſt ſits 
down and counteth the coſt, whether 
he hath ſufficient to finiſh it. We be that 
King, that Builder, We are to war a- 
gainſt the Devils Twenty Thouſand, 
and all the bloudy Forces of the world, 
and of the Fleſh: How ſhall we encoun- 
ter theſe Principalities, and Powers, 
of ſpiritual wickedneſs, with our hittle 
frenpth ? Or can we ſce auxiliary For- 
C0sS enough from /1caven, to make 115 
more then Conquerors? V Ve miſt build 
up our ſelves a ſpiritual Temple, and 
the Devil is pulling down. I there not 
much rubbiſh, and the hands of them 
that bear Burthens, arc becqine weatk. 
Have we frength enovgh to build up 
our ſelves in our moſt Holy Faith, or 
can we be confident in his might and 
Sk:!!1, who hath laid the Fondation 
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that he will perfe&t the V Vork, which 
he hath begun 1 Per. 2. 

Secondly, If you have choſen Jeſus 
Chriſt, to profeſs his Name, and to give 
up your ſelves to him, and to be hts 
for cver by the ſacred Bond of the moſt 
pure Religion, Ict nothing baitle you 
of your dearcſt choice : let nothing, no 
Intereſt come between you and your 
Lord, deal not at faſt and looſe with 
Chriſt. Heis a jealous Lord. O! how 
was it charged upon /ſ-aelas their great 
ſin, their hearts were not Redfatt with 
"_ in his Covenant. 

. Take heed to your treacacrous 
nt unbeliev ins Hearts. Go not forth 
mn your holy purpoſes, in your own 
ſtrength. A deceitful Heart will not 
ſtick to break the Rroneeſt Bonds, and 
violate the molt ſacred purpoſes of the 
Soul, as a I hread of Tow, cb. 3. 12. 
Take heed, lealt there be in any of vou 
an/ſcart of Unbelict to depart from the 
Living God. If the Fart bv a bagk!1t- 
ding Heart, it will be very hard to hold 
ON 1n your way. 

Beware let Satan. invade your 
ſtronp hold of Refolution, by his lying 
promiles, or ſtrong temptations, How 
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did he overturn holy Peter: when he 


thought he was come to a point, though 
all men forſake thee yet will not ]. 

3. Let not the Fear of Man ſpo1] 
you of your Intereſt in God . Phyl. 1. 
28. being in nothing territed by your 
Adverſaries, Cc. Go therefore inyour 
Spiritual Armour.Remember the world 
was never kind to your Maſter, and 
hates all his Followers Heb. 12. 1,3. 
Look to the Cloud of V Vitneſfes gone 
before you, to Jeſus the Author, and t- 
niſher of your Faitn. 

Thirdly, Love ]:\us Chriſt tor hitn- 
ſelf, for his Holince(G, Parity, Love, 
and Graces. | hey love Heaven truly, 
that love it for the Holineſs that is 
there, and ſuch will love Holineſs, the 
way to Heaven, as Heaven 1t ſelf. 
They that Love Chriſt for Zoaves, or 
any ourward Carnal Intercſt, for the 
ſame Cauſe arc calily induced to leave 
him again. 

Fourthly, Let your Souls be weli f- 
led with Knowledge, and weil turmih- 
ed with all Grace. its the empty Bub- 
ble that Children blow up and down. 
Learn to know God better, which will 
be a mcans to confirm your Reſolution, 
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conſidering what a Great and Glorious 
God he is, When the Perſian Varanmes 
would have had Hormiſdus renounce 
his Profeſſion, He diſdain'd the motion, 
and ſaid, For me to diſpleaſe the God 
of the Univerſe, to gratify One that is 
a King of a petty Part thereof, is both 
:mpious and impoſhble. 

It was enough to encourage Polycar- 
pus to ſay to himfelf, I am a Chriſhan, 
I profeſs Chriſt, I belong to him. 

Fifthly, Feed upon the Promiſes of 
Chriſt, they are the proper Means to 
embolden, and ſtrengthen Reſolution. 
Upon theſe the Primitive Saints, and 
Martyrs maintain'd themſelves, when 
their Knees grew feeble, and their 
Hands hung down, Heb. 11. By theſe 
you will be aſſured, though you are 
ready to periſh you can't be undone z 
though you be caſt down you can't be 
deſtroyed, If you looſe your Life, you 
will find a better Life, a Life which 
you cannot looſe. The Eyes of the 
Saints were wont to be upon the un- 
ſeen Toys of another World, which 
was their great relief. 2 Gy. 4.18, 

Sixthly, Take heed you forſake not 
the waycs of God, and give way to 

G any 
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any Sin, Joſh. 7. 5- How did Sin cn- 
f:eble the Spirits, and weaken the 
Hands of the Iſraelites, that a few 
men of At were too hard for them. 
Seventhly, Pray for ſtrength, and 
fetch daily ſupplics from” Heaven, P/. 
14.3. They are all gone aſide, they 
have not calicd upon God. The Apo- 
{tle tells us Phil. 4. 13. I can do all 
Ulngs through Chriſt, that ſtrensth- 
neth mc. If our Refolutions be for God, 
our (trength ſhall be from God. 1a. 
40.31. They that waituponthe Lord, 
ſhall xcnew rhicir ſtrenpth, they ſhall 
moun: up with Wings, as Eagles; 
thzy hail run, and not be weary ;, and 
they ſhail walk, and not faint, 
Eightly, Never ajow of any cold- 
neſs, nevtrality, or indiffcrency inthe 
ercat Conce nments of R: ligion, Let 
your Religion, the Profcilion of the 
Goſpel lic necr your Hearts, Be not of 
G allio's mind-to care for none of theſe 
things. Lake need of the leatt chillineſs 
upon you, or avatciment of truc Love 
to the Goſpel, or any Coſpel-dutics, 
or Ordinances : 1t is the Forerunner of 
fome dangerous ditcale, or deadly 
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Laſtly, Renew your Reſolution e- 
very Day, and in every Duty. Holy 
Reſolution is to the Soul, as Bracing 
to tne Dram: when the Bracing 1s 
ſack, the Drum makes no ſound; So 
it we do not every Day renew our 
purpoſes, our Souls arc as: flat, as if 
there were no Spirit in us. Reſolve 
every day againſt Sin: Reſolve that 
You will not 1aake ſhipwrack of Faith, 
And a good Conſcicnce : Reſolve that 
God ſhall be your God, and you will 
be his Servants, as long as vou live. 
and let us not be weary in well doing, 
for in duc ſcaſon we ſhall reap,if we faint 
not, Gal. 6. 9. Having ſet our Hand 
to the Plovgh, Icts not look back, that 
we be not accounted unfit for the King- 
dom of God, Lukeg. 62, 
But Remember Lots Wife, it may 
prove a ſavoury Thought ſometimes 
to think ſcriouſly of that Pillar of Str. 
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\ jyorap on the whole Epiſtle of 
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An Expoſition of Chriſts 'Temptati- 
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Tho. Taylor. D. D. 
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to att contrary tothe opinion of his own 
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le&ion, Redemprion, the Covenant, 
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The Saints tri»mpyh over the laſt E- 
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Fames Janeway, by Nath. Vincent. 

The vanity of man in his beſt eſtate 
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Richard Kidder, M. 4. 
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of Prayer, by Tho. Cobbet. 

Of quenching the Spirit ; the evil of 
it, in reſpe& both of its cauſes and ef- 
fefts, difcovered ; by Theophilus Pol- 
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'The ſure way to Salvation ; or a 
Treatiſe of the Saints Myſtical Union 
with Chriſt ; wherein that great myſte- 
ric and priviledge is opened in the na- 
ture, property and ncceſlity of it, by 
Richard Stedman. M E. 

Sober Singularity, by the ſame Au- 
thor. 

Heaven taken by ſtorm. 

The Childs Delight ; together with 
an Engliſh Grammar. 

Reading and Spelling made eaſfic ; 
both by 7 ho. Lye. 

eſop*s Fables,” with Morals there- 
upon in Engliſh Verſe. 

The Youngs mans Inſtruter, and 
the Old mans Remembrancer , being 
an explanation of the Aﬀemblies Cate- 
chiſin. 

Captives bound in chains, made free 
by Chriſt their Surcty, both by Tho. 
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18. Sermons preached upon ſeveral 
Texts of Scripture ; by Wil. Whitaker, 
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